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J ear Members, 

I came across a disturbing title in the news 
lately, suggesting that Belgium was about to be 
ripped apart. The thought that Belgium would 
no longer be Belgium was unsettling to me. 
What would happen to our sense of heritage if 
we could no longer claim to be Belgian? 

At the occasion of the 175 th anniversary of the 
birth of Belgium King Albert II says he is 
confident Belgium will survive. 

In his speech he brings out 5 attitutes found 
among the Belgians today. King Albert II 
hopes these qualities might continue to 
motivate the Belgians in their every day life: 

1. the desire to remain united as one nation. 
(87% of the Belgian population, March ’05). 

2. tolerance, as the World commemorates the 
60 th anniversary of the end of WWII and the 
Liberation of the Nazi Death Camps. 

3. the desire to establish a dialogue between 
people of different creeds and cultures. 

4. generosity, displayed in the quick action 
taken after the devastating effects of the 
December 2004 Tsunami. 

5. the growing openess with which Belgians 
meet other cultures. 

It is my hope that we can apply these same 
qualities in the search for our Belgian ancestry. 
Thank You for all you do to help!11 
Regine 


New Stamps Mark 175-25 

And Belgium writes for FREE... 

Michel Bertrand - © La Derniere Heure 2005 
http://www.post.be/site/fr/postgroup/press/rel 

eases/2005/20050718 nopostage.html 



The Belgian Postal Service promoted letter 
writing within the Belgian borders by 
advertising postage free mailing had to be 
posted between Wednesday July 20 th and 
Friday July 22 nd with a maximum weight of 
50g. “The long term objective is to give the 
Belgian people the desire to write”, declared 
the Post Office representative Emmanuel 
Foulon. They also published 200,000 cards 
available at no cost at their various booths. 
People could choose between a ‘generic’ 
card entitled 66 1 love Belgium”, or the one of 
the Belgian flag, with chocolate for the 
black, beer for the yellow and a strawberry 
from Wepion for the red. 
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Missionaries Among Miners, Immigrants, and Blackfoot: 

The Van Tighem Brothers Diaries, Alberta 1876-1917 

By Mary Eggermont-Molenaar and Paul Callens 
University of Calgary Press - December 2005 - ISBN 1552381897 
40 b&w photos - Paperback - 6x9 - 326p ^ 

List Price: 21.99 Pounds Sterling - $39.95 jlS m 

Web: www.gazellebooks.co.uk ffTSWtSllJHffialSyt 

Or at http://www.ucalgary.ca/UofC/departments/UP/l-55238/l-55238-189-7.html 

The diaries of the Van Tighem brothers - Leonard, who served as a priest from 1876 to 
1917 in southern Alberta among miners and migrants, and Victor who served for 43 years 
as a lay brother among the Peigan and Blood Indians,are interspersed with letters from 
family and friends and letters and articles by contemporary bishops, fellow priests and 
Brothers. 

The Van Tighem brothers' diaries offer a fascinating glimpse of life during Alberta's early settlement and 
development and play out against a backdrop of sometimes dramatic family and political affairs back in Belgium. 
The book contains valuable primary source material, most of which has been previously unpublished, and some of 
which has been translated from the Flemish-Dutch and French. 

Mary Eggermont-Molenaar is an independent writer, editor and translator. Before immigrating to Canada in 1986, 
she worked as teacher, social worker and nurse’s aid. Her most recent project is Montana 1911: A Professor and his 
Wife among the Blackfeet. 

Paul Callens lives in Belgium and is employed as structural engineer. Since 1997 he has been active in the Flemish 
Genealogical Society and has been researching and comniling information on Belgian emigration to America. 




FREE ONLINE at: http://www.opt.be/Langue/fr/brochure.htm 

In French, Tourism and History are interwoven in these free brochures 
available in .pdf format 

Get your free version of the Adobe Reader at www.adobe.com 


BIERE 2005: CHEMINS DE SAVEURS EN WALLONIE ET A BRUXELLES 

Follow the paths of Beer Making in Wallonia and Brussels. 


BRUXELLES 2005: VIVRE L'ART NOUVEAU BRUXELLES 

Art Nouveau in Brussels 


LA BELGIQUE A 175 ANS 

Background of this historic year as well as events to expect and plan for 


BATAILLE DES ARDENNES - LES ROUTES DU SOUVENIR 

(The Battle for the Ardennes - Road of Memory): will take you from village to 
Village, from tombstones to monuments, from museums to military cemeteries, 
And will enable you to feel the ultimate conflict of WWII. 


And many more... 


Editor: Nathalie Duchene 

65, rue Keyenveld B-1050 Bruxelles 

Tel: 02 512.17.27 - Fax: 02 512.18.05 
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September 23rd, 1830 and October 4th, 1830: Revolution and Independence 

http://www.175-25.be/FR/homepage/belgique/axe du temps/revolution independance 

The Belgian revolution does not only find its roots in the political demands of a prosperous bourgeoisie, who in fact enjoys the 
Economy of Wilhelm I. Things are not quite as good for the lower classes. Many workers are out of work. Therefore the Belgian 
revolution also has a social origin. The revolt’s explosion is however channelled by the bourgeoisie, to serve its purposes. 

In 1830, the crops are bad and the food supplies are threatened. When in July 1830, revolution flares in Paris, the mainstream of 
Belgian society is influenced by the agitation. At the close of an opera performance of "La Muette de Portici", on August 25th, 1830, 
workers riots occur in Brussels. The Brussels bourgeoisie wanting to protect itself creates an armed guard. On September 1st, those 
responsible for the militia ask the Prince Wilhelm of Orange, son and successor of Wilhelm I, to intercede with his father in favor of 
separation between the North and the South. The Prince refused. 

The riots get worse. Volunteers flow from all over Belgium in support of the rebellion. The Bourgeoisie’s militia loses control. On 
September 23 rd , 1830 the Dutch army enters Brussels led by Wilhelm I’s second son, Frederick. This brings together the volunteer 
factions who unite against the common Dutch foe. The bourgeoisie militia leaders and some revolutionaries form a committee and 
successfully coordinate the volunteers’ actions. During the night of September 26 th to 27 th , the Dutch army retreats. The temporary 
committee becomes temporary government and procalims Independence on October 4 th , 1830. 

The Congress of London 

http://www.comenius-eveil-national.net/Bruxelles/Histoire/bel 2b.htm 

Open on November 4 th , 1830, the Congress of London brings together representatives of Great-Britain, Prussia, Austria, Russia and 
France, with the purpose of dealing with the Belgian question following the September Revolution. The great powers, Austria, Prussia 
and Russia want to restore the old kingdom of the Netherlands, France (represented by Talleyrand) would like to divide Belgium to 
French benefit, only England (represented by Palmerston) accepts the idea of an independent Belgium. On December 20 th , 1830 the 
conference recognizes the separation of Belgium from Holland, and the Belgian government sends Van de Weyer and the Viscount 
Charles Vilain XIII as its representatives. 

Talleyrand asks about Belgium’s perpetual neutrality and guarantees for Belgium. Palmerston manages to have Belgium’s 
independence and neutrality ratified by the decree of January 20 th , 1831. However the Belgian national congress refuses the 
boundaries set by the decree claiming right to Luxemburg, Dutch Limburg and Flanders. Leopold of Saxe-Cobourg (king of the 
Belgians) manage to obtain a more favorable treaty (Treaty of 18 Articles) through the Conference, ensuring free access to the Escaut 
river. This treaty is approved by the Belgian national Congress on July 9 th , 1831. However after war flared up again and after Dutch 
success, the conference wrote the Treaty of Twenty Four articles on October 14 th , 1831, giving Belgium the Walloon portion of 
Luxemburg and leaving all of the Dutch Limburg to Holland. Belgium is also hit with heavy debts. The Belgian Parliament accepts all 
this on November 15 th , 1831 but the Treaty of Twenty-Four Articles does not go into effect until April 19 th , 1839. 

It was thanks to the French army and a Birtish navy on the Escaut that the Belgians did not fall back under Dutch domination. 
Belgium had not yet organized the menas to defend itself. Why would England lend support? Where did England’s respect for the 
wishes of the population come from? Under other circumstances, England showed less enthusiasm. Later on there would be the siege 
of Antwerp as planned between France and England. This expedition had as special purpose to ensure the freedom of navigation on 
the Escaut. The decline of the flourishing manufactures in Ghent would soon show who benefited most from the freedom of 
navigation. 

Did England really prize the creation of the new Belgian kingdom, which could only survive in function of this neutrality law under 
the wing of which the conference of nations had placed it? It was too much noise and too many contradictions for such a small 
outcome. It is therefore legitimate to suspect England to have another larger purpose, however more hidden. Since all the agitation 
involves Holland, one shold wonder what was Holland then. In those days, to the German powers, Holland meant an opening to the 
Rhine, the Meuse, the Escaut; it also meant Ostend, Ghent, Antwerp, Amsterdam, Rotterdam; it meant industry, commerce and a door 
to the sea. It was the avenues for products Germany could not do without and to which Holland closed access, even though Holland 
could not do without German help in times of conflicts. The two-part division of the kingdom gave Germany the hope to freely access 
the Escaut, one of the conditions, providing an advantage until then refused. 

What was Holland to England? Holland alone would only be a third class power if it weren’t for its colonies, giving it the importance 
of a first class power. England, comparing its own exiguity to the immensity of its colonies on the five continents, must surely have 
reached the conclusion that it was possible for the Netherlands to acquire a colonial power far superior to that which it already had and 
still does. 

Since there were no reason in Europe to cause England to break from its own business, one must concede that the appeal of dividing 
the kingdom came from England’s desire to weaken Holland’s colonial power, since it is the strength of the cities that give the 
colonies their own. 
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Picture by JOHANNA de TESSIERES 


A Boat in the Air 

BRUSSELS - On the Quai des Amateurs, a 
delicate operation is taking place. To meet 
the needs of the National Day festivities to be 
held Thursday July 21 st , 2005 two large 
cranes are pulling an old barge from the 
waters of the industrial port. For a short 
while the vessel seemed to be floating in 
mid-air before being dropped with infinite 
precautions onto a gigantic trailer which 
carried it towards Place Rogier to ‘anchor’ 
there until the 21 st of July. 

Built in 1923, given the name “L'lllusion”, 
the barge was restored especially to meet the 
needs of this year’s festivities. It was 
. “Mademoiselle Madame'’. 

Mademoiselle in reference to 25 years of 
federalism and Madame for the 175 th 
birthday of Belgium. It will lift anchor at 
9pm at the Botanical Garden, inviting the 
crowd to a poetic cruise filled with 
pyrotechnical effects. A surrealist journey! 
Besides carrying the participants (about 50 
artists dressed in black coat and hats “a la 
Magritte”, it will also host an orchestra and 
thousands of paper birds that will be thrown 
to the public. 

The 2 hour-long parade wil be divided into 3 
live plays, eluding to hope and future. They 
promise the event will be rich in 
pyrotechnical effects, sounds and lighting. 
One of these plays is to involve dancing on 
neighboring buildings (Sheraton Hotel). 

At the “harbor” Place Rogier, the ultimate 
destination of the voyage, expect a breth- 
taking firework display (over Vi hour) to 
close the festivities. 

The presentation will be broadcasted over 3 
giant screens located along the road so as to 
allow the spectators to take it all in. 

This boat will continue its theatrical career 
under the tutelage of M. Zo. 


175-25 1 Mademoiselle Madame - The Big Day: a Belgian Allegory 


sky. “Mademoiselle Madame” Belgium, 
is your head in the clouds? On the roof of 
the boat, a magnificent piano sings its 
beautiful song. Once close to the 
lighthouse, the boat stops. The trip has 
lasted 175 years. A first lifetime. Time to 
breathe. A crazy man falls from the sky. 
Time flies by holding a great candlestick. 
He lands on the boat and sets the boat 
afire. “Mademoiselle Madame” is a 
birthday boat ! A little cake comes out of 
the boat’s side and is entrusted to the 
citizen whose responsibility it is to forward it to His Royal Majesty the King of the 
Belgians. The cake passes from hands to hands. Everyone plays a symbolical part. 
Finally, His Majesty leans forward and blows his royal wind. On the boat flames spark 
from everywhere. Everyone sings the Brabangonne. A burst of multicolored paper. 
The whole street is drowning under this festive snow. Belgium is dancing. Two-step, 
Three-step, points and laughters. A large sun rises, the sea rises, the clouds flee, a 
lighthouse shines bright. The boat disappears into the faraway seascape. 
Mademoiselle takes off. “She” flies by the windows. She is 25. As an applause 1,000 
stars burst into the firmament. She is in Heaven! 




“Mademoiselle Madame” has to come blow out the candles of her 175 th birthday and 
celebrate the 25 th anniversary of her second youth. It’s an important moment. It’s going 
to be fun. People put on their Sunday best, even a hat. Old glories, new princes, 
citizens and ah chat on the festive midway among the numerous ‘French’fries’ booths. 
Here and there flags wave bearing “Mademoiselle Madame’” s favorite colors. The 
VIPs settle near the royal box. The airforce just finished drawing 25 candles in 
acrobatic smoke. A thousand loud firecrackers explode. It’s Party Time! 

“Mademoiselle Madame” arrives. It’s a riverboat, as real as nature, fat as can be, 
impressive and calm. Aboard are many artists. “Mademoiselle Madame” knows them. 
“She” harbors them, fosters them. Aboard are surprises. It’s a birthday party. 
“Mademoiselle Madame” is travelling down a river. “She” travels through the 
landscape. “She” comes from the back country, up in the Ardennes hills. “She” travels 
down river to Flanders Coast. A lighthouse marks the frontier. 

The Sea comes right behind. 

“Mademoiselle Madame” has more 
than one trick in ‘her’ huh. 

Her first one stands for the national rain 
downpour: a cloud comes out of the 
boat. It is anchored tightly. It bobs out 
capriciously, continuously. 

On deck, a brass band plays music that 
brings Africa, Magrebh, Bosnia and 
Outstiplu close together, long enough 
for a chance meeting. 

A young woman and a lady run 
alongside “Mademoiselle Madame”. 

“She” has given them birds like one 
gives out candy. Those birds fly to the 
spectators, hundreds of birds, hundreds 
of citizens. Belgium on a bird’s wing, 
as the birds fly. Dancers climb on ‘her’ 
sides like marionnettes in the modem 
maze. They walk upside-down. 

The floor is a wall and the wall is the 


1 Belgium’s 175 th birthday and Federalism’s 25 th 
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The Canal du Centre 

http://users.skynet.be/skyl4352/canal.htm 


Linking the river basins so as to develop and facilitate commercial traffic has always 
been a major worry for heads of states, great and small. At a time when the railroad 
was just in its infancy, and road travel was slow, expensive and very risky, transport by 
waterway was the only acceptable solution. 

Great leaders such as Napoleon, Wilhelm I and Leopold II knew this well. Projects of 
such scope are not small undertakings, and many never were more than blueprints. 
Such a task requires digging canals, creating locks and other lifts to make it possible 
for boats to travel the waterways which could not be travelled otherwise. Such a 
lenghty endeavor requires funding and assumes at the same time that the government 
will lend him both political and administrative support. 

In our regions, as early as the end of the 13th century the question arose about 
transporting coal from the Borinage to the cities of the French Artois and both 
Flanders. As the rivers were not being used, coal was taken along the nasty roads. But 
around 1550 things changed, when a canal was made on the Haine River with locks at Jemappes, Saint-Ghislain and Boussu. Shortly 
thereafter, around 1570, the notion of building a canal between Charleroi and Brussels emerged, then around 1600, the thought of 
buildong one between Mons and Brussels. 

In the early part of the 19 th century the Haine River was travelled heavily by boats carrying up to 160 tons of goods. At that time they 
were already envisioning linking the Haine and Escaut rivers. The canal from Mons to Conde (about 25km as the crow flies), started 
in 1807, was opened in 1818. It enabled the connection between Paris and the Borinage, thru the Saint-Quentin Canal. 

From there the project of linking step by step the Meuse and Escaut River basins flowed naturally. Already in May 1810 there was talk 
of digging acanal between the Haine River and Mons. This would thus link Mons with the Sambre River and from there with 
Charleroi and Brussels. 

Independently of the troubles brought 
about by political circumstances 
(Napoleonic period, Dutch period, first 
French-Prussian War, not to mention 
revolutions in France and in Belgium), 
important problems crept up. They were 
mostly due to the land configuration. 

In fact, there was a 90m level difference 
to take into account, between the arms of 
the Charleroi Canal on one hand and the 
Mons Canal at Conde on the other. After 
that, there was no ignoring the fact that 
the small local streams would fall short in 
supplying a series of locks. Building 
elevators, low in water consumption was 
the only solution. 

On November 22 nd , 1878, the chief 
engineer in Hainaut was sent to England 
to evaluate the Anderton elevator, and on 
January 29 th , 1879, he presented his report 
to the Minister. There he concluded with 
the adoption of the same type of elevator 

and on July 2 nd , 1879, a first loan (3 million francs) was voted on for the building of the 
“Canal du Centre” with 4 elevators. The final decision was ratified by law on August 
4th, 1879. 

The project to be used was that where a canal would be dug in the valley of Thiriau, the 
level difference to be adjusted with the help of four hydraulic and metallic elevators. 

All would be “Clark” and would enable navigation for 300T boats. 

That is how in early February 1884, the plans for the #1 elevator of Houdeng- 
Goegnies were finalized. Construction work began in 1884 and ended in 1888. The 
elevator is opened on June 4 th , 1888 by King Leopold II. 

The years went happily along and the government left unproductive this investment, 
which had already cost 18 millions francs in work. This fully functional #1 elevator 
stood there for 29 years as a topic of conversation for the curious, as the canal was not 
finished! 



Elevator #3 at Bracquegnies 
© MICHEL MAIGRE - July 1998 
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Begun in 1910, the Canal du Centre would only be finished and open in 1915, then WWI came and work was slowed and the 
canal would only out into service 1917. 

The other 3 elevators were ready for trials in August 1917. The canal finally had water and boats went up and down the elevators. It 
only took 40 years! 

On Feb 2 nd , 1982 work began on the gigantic contruction of the Strepy-Thieu, destined to make up for a 73 m drop on te Canal du 
Centre. This makes the Strepy-Thieu elevator the largest in the world, a real tribute to the genius of Belgian engineering! 

Up and Down the Rivers 

Depending on the modes or the era, boats were pulled in different ways. The simplest 
one was to just float down river. Going upstream alone was impossible. 

Dragging the boat along the canal was the common practice until the creation of the 
motor. Until the 1920s the mariner and sometimes his whole family harnessed 
themselves and pulled the boat sometimes 12 hours per day at a speed of 2-3mph. This 
was slow and hard but it was more economical than the alternative method of using 
horses, mules or donkeys. The man on the boat guided the boat and used an oar to help 
with the propulsion. 

Animal traction was reserved for ‘rapid’ transport. It was more popular in the Centre 
region and in the East. It required a minimum of 2 people, one at the helm and one 
(often the mariner’s wife) leading the animals. These usually belonged to the mariner 
who housed them indoors, in a stable at the back of the boat or to haulers, who had at 
their disposal a number of relays along the waterway (ex. Paris-le Nord). In 1935, 
there were still more than 1,500 boat-stables in France. 

Not all horses were suitable for this work. The Ardennais, and Boulonnais were most 
used because of their strength and their resistance to the humid atmosphere. Mules 
from Poitou were more adequate for teamwork and their feet were less fragile. 

Like the horses used in the mines, once these animals were trained to their task, they 
never left it. Plough horses were not used for hauling boats. 

Hired haulers worked from sunup to sundown. They were paid by the miles, rested at 
the locks. Mariners had ‘regulars’. Some hired them, fed them and housed them with the horses on the boat. 

A relay system existed around the locks, organized by companies who hired out their haulers and their horses. 

These teams went back and forth along the river. The locks were resting places for men and beast, a time to eat and also to socialize. 

In the 18 th century, steamboats began to appear. These also replaced the water coaches (for passengers). 

In the Middle Ages mechanical towing had been used through watermills installed on the boats. Through a rolling system they 
enabled the mariners to go up stream to the tying dock. In 1935, there were still 840 towing system in operation. 

On rivers and streams, the main mode of pulling was tugging. This system attached a “train” of boats with a cable; it could work for 
any boat, it only needed a helm. This was replaced once diesel engines appeared around 1920. 

In less than 30 years, they would go from pulling the boat along the river bank to being guided by radar. In other words, from the age 
of animal traction to the electronic age. 

For the second time since the development of the railroad the world of the future looks bleak for the mariner, facing a real crisis as to 
the future of his livelihood. 

Life Onboard 

Besides living a hard and somewhat uncertain life, the “boatpeople” bore the stigma 
of wanderers although their paths were not as free as that of gypsies since they had to 
follow the rivers. 

Some people unkindly referred to them as “waterbugs”. Public rumor portrayed 
them as dirty thieves. It was not uncommon for doctors to refuse to come on board 
to treat a patient. 

Contrary to these opinions founded out of ignorance, many documents reveal the 
courage demonstrated by these river families, who had no fixed schedule, at the 
mercy of industries, hauling companies, and climate. A hot summer could destroy 
perishable merchandise, while a hard winter could block the boat in a frozen elevator 
or slow his travel down even more. 

Regarding hygiene, the women worked hard to keep their surroundings meticulous in spite of the humidity. It was not always possible 
however as conditions varied according to the boat type. Some boats had a cabin in the back used as a kitchen as well as a bedroom 
for 4 or 5 people. Barely enough room to move let alone breathe, giving that air holes were rare and small. 
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In the winter, it was difficult to heat the inside and in the summer, to keep it cool. 

Even when there were several rooms, people were cramped. Some boats even had a special drawer used as a baby bed. This is what 
often prompted fathers of large families to let their 15-16 y old sons apprentice on larger boats. It gave them the opportunity to 
acquire the experience and at the same time earn some money to go towards buying their own boat and perpetuate the family tradition. 





Children could be sent to special 
schools for boatpeople. One of these, 
at St Ghislain, had a room built like a 
boat cabin. Children would spend 
sometime in there every day so as not 
to lose touch with their family 
lifestyle. 


In the old days, when thirsty, riverboat people simply sank their cup into the river 
and drank right from the canal. It took a long time before they realized this daily 
action was becoming dangerous. 


The Charleroi-Brussels Canal 

http://www.ronquieres.be/lavisiteparleseleves. 

html 


Especially essential to the transport of coal 
from Hainaut to the Northern part of the 
country (at the time production was greater 
than that of France and Germany), the Charleroi-Brussels Canal was opened in 1832 after 4 
years of levelling. However, over almost 2 centuries many projects had been scrapped and this 
for two reasons: 

- Digging so deep was difficult in this varied landscape forming a peak dividing water courses. 

- Lack of funds: priority being given to war campaigns. 


Hoboken 

School for the Boatman’s Children 


The final project for the Charleroi-Brussels Canal is one of the oldest artificial waterways of the 
country and was brought about by the chief engineer architect Jean-Baptiste Vifquain. 

In 1803, a precursor of the Charleroi - Brussels Canal was started by the engineers Vionnois and 
Minard. But the war kept it from reaching its goal. It was under Dutch rule and the direction of 
Jean-Baptiste Vifquain, the engineer that in 1827 work will finally begin. To bring down the water consumption, Vifquain J.B. 
designed a new type of boat. 


It is hard to imagine their mother as a 
cajoling figure. Besides keeping 
‘house’, she worked hard alongside 
her husband. 


Namur 


The canal was first open to 70T boats 
called ‘baquets' or 'sabots'. But the 
growth of the coal industry in the 19 th 
century showed that a longer waterway 
with larger hydraulic works would offer 
direct guarantees for the future. That is 
how, shortly after it was opened, the 
canal was enlarged to allow boats of 
larger tonnage. First it went from 70 to 
300 tons and after WWII the standard 
1350 T format on its entire length, according to modem international norms. Such modernization would not have been possible 
without the 1968 construction of the Ronquieres Incline, work of art of true engineering genius. Some major modifications had to be 
made in certain places, sometimes even new design. The larger tonnage has shortened the distance between Charleroi and Bmssels 
(one day instead of four), and cut the cost of delivery of coal to Bmssels. 



This forum discusses the boatpeople and their lives, their family history etc, (in French) 

http://fr.groups.yahoo.com/group/MariniersEclusiers/ 
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Pennsylvania and West Virginia Obituaries 

Extracted for the PA-SW-OBITS list of Rootsweb 
by Victoria Hospodar Valentine 



People attending a burial at the Belgian Cemetery So. Charleston, ca 1915. The Firmin deHainaut family is identified just left of 
the tombstone, Firmin, Wife Justilina Sons, Firmin and Feon. The rest are unidentified. - Courtesy of Rochelle Hughes, AZ 

May 26, 1905 McDonald PA Record 

Henry LONGRE , who was hurt in the Carnegie mine at Primrose on Tuesday of last week and sent to the hospital, died the same 
day. The remains were brought to his home at Taylorstown where services were held by Rev. H. GARROU and Paul SAPPIE on 
Saturday. Interment was made at Centre. Mr. FONGRE was a native of Belgium and came here with an older son and a little 
daughter. His wife and several small children remained in Belgium to dispose of some real estate there. This she had done and was 
on her way to America, expecting to land this week. 

June 9, 1905 McDonald PA Record 

Mrs. Clementina VERSCHNEREN , 39 years old, accidentally ignited a quantity of powder at her home at Champion, near 
Sturgeon, Monday morning, and was burned so badly that she died from her injuries. The house, which had been badly damaged by 
fire recently, was almost wrecked by the explosion. 

It is believed that Mrs. VERSCHUEREN was hunting for something in a closet, where powder was kept by her husband and two 
sons, who are miners, with a lighted match and that she dropped the latter into the powder. Mrs. VERSCHUEREN was alone when 
the explosion occurred, the other members of the family being upstairs. When found her clothes had been burned. A doctor was 
summoned from McDonald but the woman had inhaled the flame and lived but a few hours, death putting an end to her terrible 
sufferings. The funeral services were held at her late residence at 2 o'clock Tuesday afternoon, Rev. Mr. DOAK of Sturgeon M. E. 
church in charge. The remains were interred at Arlington. 

*The deceased's name is spelled two ways in the obit. 

December 11th, 1918, Valley News Distpatch (Tarentum, PA) - Mrs. Mary DESIRE 

Mrs. Marie DESIRE, a well known Belgian woman, died at two o'clock this morning at her home in West Sixth avenue. She had 
been ill a little more than a week with pneumonia. Mrs Desire was born in Belgium and came to Tarentum in 1914. 

Surviving are her husband Frank Desire; two sons, Jesse, with the American Expeditionary Forces in France, and Antone, with the 
Belgian army; a daughter, Mrs Henrietta Ponce, whose husband is also in service in France; and two other daughters, who reside in 
Belgium. Funeral services will be held in St. Peter's Catholic church but the hour of the funeral has not been set. 

Frank LEONARD, 78, died at 12:20 AM Wednesday, May 5, 1943, in the home of his daughter, Mrs. Jules E. Masquelier, 205 
Valley street, McDonald, following a brief illness of pneumonia. 

A son of Theodore and Philomene Burry Leonard, he was bom November 21, 1864, in Charleroi, Belgium. He and Maria Cenis 
were married 53 years ago in Belgium, and came to the United States with their family in 1900, locating in McDonald. 

He is survived by one daughter, Helen, the wife of Jules E. Masquelier, and five grandchildren; Colletta Leonard, and Aline, Morris, 
Leonard and Jack Masquelier. A daughter, Yvonne, died in infancy and a son, Herman, died October 19, 1942. 

Funeral services will be held at 2:30 this Friday in the Masquelier home, conducted by the Rev. Grant M. McKnight, D. D., pastor of 
the Robinson's Run church, McDonald. Burial will be in Hilldale cemetery. 

Katherine LEONARD, 90, of New Salem, formerly of Rogersville and Waynesburg, died at 4:07 AM Wednesday, September 18, 
2002, in Brownsville General Hospital, after being in failing health the past several years. She was born September 19, 1911, in 
Center Township, Greene County, a daughter of William and Winifred Crouse Leonard. Prior to moving to Waynesburg in 1963, 
Miss Leonard resided in the Rogersville area, and in 1995 moved to Fayette County. She formerly attended Church of the Nazarene in 
Waynesburg for many years. Surviving are two nephews, Donald Tedrow of Parma, Ohio, and Ralphard Tedrow of Cleveland, Ohio; 
and several great-nieces and nephews. 
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Helen THIELLET SMITH, 91, of McDonald, died Monday, Sept. 9, 1991, in her home. She was born Jan. 23, 1900, in Charleroi, 
Belgium, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henri THIELLET. She was once employed in the dietary department of Woodville State 
Hospital. Mrs. Smith was a member of Calvary Presbyterian Church of McDonald. Mrs. Smith was a member of Calvary Presbyterian 
Church of McDonald. In 1916, she married Alex SMITH, who died Feb. 3, 1973. Surviving are two sons, Alex R. Smith of Barefoot 
Bay Village, Florida, and Robert H. Smith of McDonald; five grandchildren; five great-grandchildren, and one great-great-grandchild. 
Deceased are one son, Thomas R. Smith; and several brothers and sisters. 
more : 

Friends of Helen T. Smith of McDonald, who died Monday, Sept. 9, 1991, will be received from 2-4 and 7- 9PM Tuesday in the 
Nations Funeral Home Inc., 220 East Lincoln Avenue, McDonald. Services will be held in Robinson Run Cemetery Chapel at 11 AM 
Wednesday, Sept. 11, with the Rev. Donald B. Patchel officiating. Interment in Robinson Run Cemetery. 

Altoona Mirror, Altoona, Pa . 

Amile J. GAINVORS, Sr., of Box 563E, RD 1, died at 4:45 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 21, 1976, following an extended illness. He was bom 
March 22, 1902, in Belgium, the son of Emil and Rosa (CALIN) GAINVORS. He was twice married, first to CALIN, Rosa on 
May 24, 1924. She died Oct. 6, 1956. He then married Mildred Moyer on June 4, 1960. She survives with four children: Mrs. Rose 
Marie Samules of Bristol, Pa., Paul at home, Amile Jr. of Juniata and Mrs. John Croyle of Homer City; 11 grandchildren, eight 
stepchildren: Howard Moyer of Houtzdale, Lawrence E. and Robert Moyer, Mrs. Betty Flanigan, Mrs. Helen Strunk and Mrs. Mary 
Mancy, all of Clearfield, Mrs. Marjorie Van Scoyoc of Juniata and Mrs. Dorothy Young of Altoona; 10 step-grandchildren and a 
brother, George of Houtzdale. Mr. Gainvors retired in 1966 as a conductor for the PRR. He was a member of the B of RT, and 
attended the Baptist Church. Friends will be received in the Mauk & Yates Funeral Home from 3:30 to 9 p.m. tomorrow and after 10 
a.m. Monday. 

GAINVORS - Services for Amile J. Gainvors of Box 563E, RD 1, will be held at 3:30 p.m. Monday at the Mauk & Yates Funeral 
Home by the Rev. Bruce Bardine. Interment in Antis Cemetery. 

Oct. 14, 1905 McDonald PA Outlook 

Prosper FLORET, a well known Belgian resident, died at his home on North McDonald street Friday evening, October 6th, his death 
resulting from injuries received while at work in the mines about one year ago. Deceased was 70 years of age and is survived by his 
wife. Funeral services were held in the French Mission Sunday afternoon, conducted by the pastor, Rev. Henry GARROU. Interment 
was made in Hilldale. 

Nov. 4, 1905 McDonald PA Outlook 

Louis HAINAUT was so severely injured by a fall of slate in Brier Hill mine Friday morning that he died from the effects of his 
injury at 2:30 in the afternoon. Mr. HAINAUT was aged 54 years, 4 months and 14 days. He leaves to mourn his loss his wife, three 
sons, Jules, who married Jeferine DESCUTNER, Louis and Alfred, and one daughter, Mrs. Ernest BROHET. Mr. HAINAUT was 
one of the brightest Belgian-American citizens of McDonald and was a charter member of the French I.O.O.F. of McDonald, also a 
member of the Solidarite Association. He will be greatly missed, not only by the Belgian people, but by his large circle of friends in 
this neighborhood. The funeral services will be held at his late home at 3 o'clock Saturday afternoon, under the auspices of the 
I.O.O.F. 

Nov. 4. 1905 McDonald PA Outlook 

Frank BLANCHARD, a Belgian, 50 years old, shot himself Thursday at 5 p.m. near the Champion tipple. BLANCHARD tried to 
kill his wife and also Mr. and Mrs. Flore HALEE and then shot himself through the heart, he leaves a wife and 5 children. 

Dec. 2, 1905 McDonald PA Outlook 

Baptiste VERCAMMEN, a highly respected French citizen, aged 84 years, died at his home in Sturgeon, Thursday November 30, at 
2 a.m., of pneumonia. Funeral services were held at St. Patrick's church, Noblestown this Friday afternoon, at 3 o'clock, Rev. Father 
BURGOON officiating. Interment was made in the Noblestown cemetery. 

VINCK, Arthur A. July 24, 2005 

Arthur A. VINCK was born June 5, 1924 at Jeannette Pennsylvania. He was the son of Arnold E. VINCK and Helen M. CRAFT 
VINCK. Arthur passed away Sunday, July 24, 2005, at South Crest Hospital in Tulsa, Oklahoma, following an extended battle with 
heart disease. He was 81 years of age. 

Arthur moved to Bixby in 2003 to be near family, after residing in Okmulgee for 49 years. He, his wife and oldest daughter moved to 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma in 1954, where he worked as a glasscutter for over 20 years. Arthur retired from Braden Carco Gearmatic in 
January 1900. Arthur was in the Navy from 1941-1945. His last service was as Quartermaster Second Class aboard the U. S. S. 
Serene. Arthur was preceded in death by his parents; two brothers, Raymond and Harold, a sister, Ethel and his wife, Ruth in 1998. 
Arthur is survived by: Three daughters, Diane SELPH & husband Jim, Sheryl BAILEY, Kathy CHAMBERS & husband Dan, all of 
Bixby, OK; one brother, Roger A. VINCK of Rancho Murieta, CA; five grandchildren, Angela BAILEY of Charleston, SC, Allison 
BAILEY, Brent SELPH, Rachel CHAMBERS and Kristin CHAMBERS OWENS & husband Luke, all of Bixby, OK. 

There are two great-grandchildren, Xavier Glenn and Steve SELPH. 

*From the online listings of Bixby Funeral service. 
http://www.bixbvfuneralservice.com/UltimateTributes/find a tribute.asp 
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Marriage Publications - Charleroi, Belgium 1881 (to be continued) 


GROOM and BRIDE Bride’s Place of Residence 

WAUTERS, Guillaume Joseph 

11/18Sepl 881 

Parents 

Pierre Joseph/Marie Elisabeth MARCELOS 

POELAERT, Hubertube Augustine 

BAERT, Charles Louis 

11/18 Sep 1881 

Charleroi 

Joseph/Isabelle DEFRAENE 

Edouard/Melanie PINAIS (d)? 

DEBLANDER, Leontine 

LEVEQUE, Joseph Alexandre 

11/18 Sep 1881 

Charleroi 

Joseph/Marie Therese VANBELLLE 

Jean Henri Theodore/Marie Elisabeth Josephe JOLET 

LEFEBVRE, Therese Antoinette 

CLEMENT, Edmont Hubert Ghislain 
11/18 Sep 1881 

Liege 

Nicolas Joseph Laurent/Marie Joseph BRASSELET 

Michel Joseph/Melanie Therese Joseph TASSIER 

HONOREZ, Zoe 

Hautchin 

Francois Joseph/Celinie LECLERCQ 


LEBRUN, Pierre Leopold Joseph/Celenie Joseph GUILMAIN 

11/18 Sep 1881 

GEORGE, Julie Dampremy/Marchienne au Pont Maoplaire?/Cornelie BURTON 


DELDIME, Louis Alfred 

18 Sep 1881 


Jean Joseph/Josephine Gilaine CHARLIER 

DELSART, Marie Angelique 

Dampremy 

Eugene Joseph/Julie Joseph BAREUX 

CLOCHERET, Julien Joseph 

11/18 Sep 1881 


Pierre Joseph/Constance WIAME 

HONOREZ, Virginie 

Lodelinsart 

Auguste/Rose Reine CAUCHETEUR 

DEVOS, Marin 

18/25 Sep 1881 


Joseph/Melanie... 

FICOT, Louise 

Lodelinsart 

Louis/Barbe PEETERS 

HAUTOT, Alexandre Joseph 

18/25 Sep 1881 


Albert/Therese PREUD'HOMME 

MEUNIER, Virginie 


Pierre/Virginie COLLARD 

DONNAY, Victor 

18/25 Sep 1881 


Andre/Jeanne COLLINET 

BRASSEUR, Sylvie 

Charleroi 

Pierre/Catherine CAMPION 

CARLIER, Louis Emile Joseph Ghislain 
18/25 Sep 1881 


Louis Fortune Joseph Dionis/Marie Francoise LELOUP 

HIQUET, Pelagie 

Fleurus 

Michel/Augustine NAMECHE 

DEW ANDRE, Edmond Edouard Jos. Marie 

25 Sep 1881/2 Oct 1881 

Pierre M Bartel Fr Jules/Jenny Amelie Jos DE HAUSSY 

DE LALIEUX, Juliette Emilie Virginie 


Victor Ambroise/ Julie Therese ROSE 

COUVREUR, Clement Florent 

25 Sep 1881/2 Oct 1881 


Edouart Joseph/Francoise EDGARD 

LORENT, Hortense 

Charleroi 

/Caroline LORENT 
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The RIOTS of 1886 in the Land of Charleroi - Part II: The Trial 

co-authors: Andre DARQUENNES and Frederic GOBBE 

The FALLEUR-SCHMIDT & CONSORTS Trial in 1886 

In July 1886, three trials begin in Mons: the prosecution indicts those accused to be ring-leaders in the 1886 riots in the Charleroi 
region. The sentences that come down as the first two come to a close are very heavy, with forced labor for life for those who led the 
riots at the Roux Glassworks. 

The third trial over the fire at Mr. Eugene Baudoux’ castle and glassworks begins on Saturday July 31 st , 1886. It captures the attention 
of History as the quality of its accused give it a dimension the Court didn’t expect. The accusation targets the powerful Union 
Verriere (Glassworkers Union) and its leaders. 2 The reactions to the verdict would profoundly affect the social, professional and 
political life of the country. 

Below is the list of the 18 accused, in the order they are 
mentioned in the record: 

Xavier SCHMIDT, called le Bailly, 31y, glassblower, 
bom and residing in Lodelinsart 
Francois-Joseph MASSON, 23 y, glassworker, born 
and residing in Jumet, 

Oscar-Raphael-Maximilien FALLEUR, 3 ly, 

glassworker, bom in Jumet, resident of Lodelinsart 
Fran^ois-Joseph LECOCQ, 25 y, miner, born at 
Wanfercee-Baulet, resident of Montigny-sur-Sambre 
Alphonse-Joseph QUARMEAU, called Warmaux, 26 
y, glassblower, born and residing in Jumet 
Fran^ois-Joseph-Emile PRINCE, 27 y, worker, born 
in Limal, residing in Jumet 

Gustave-Joseph LABBY, 24 y, glassworks claypot 
maker, born in Bossut-Gottechain, residing in 
Lodelinsart 

Jean-Baptiste LEFEVRE, called Pierre a loques, 40 y, 
miner, born at Court-Saint-Etienne, resident of Jumet 
Joseph-Ernest DUMONT, 22 y, glassworks box 
maker, born in Gilly, resident of Charleroi 
Robert COLIN, 28 y, carpenter, born and residing in 
Lodelinsart, held 

Desire HULET, 21 y, glassworker, melter, bom and 
residing in Lodelinsart 

Hermand BERGER, called Edmond, 22 y, glassworker, bom and residing at Ransart 
Camille-Joseph ARROTIN, called Arthur, 23 y, worker, born and residing at Charleroi 
Maximilien COLLET, 38 y, tailor, sachine salesman, born in Tongrinnes, residing in Gilly 
Edouard-Joseph LENOM, 16 y, blacksmith, born and residing at Gilly 

Polydore SAEMBAERE, 21 y, daylaborer, born at Roulers, residing at Lodelinsart or Roulers, fugitive 
Jules LENOBLE, 21 y, glassblower’s son, born and residing at Ransart 
Jean-Baptiste STRANARD, 19 y, glasscutter, born and residing at Ransart 

Their attorneys, among the most brilliant of their day, are: 

MM es Alfred LYON, of the Charleroi bar, defensing Schmidt 

Gaston LAMOTTE, of Mons and BASSING, for Masson 
ENGLEBIENNE, of Mons and DESTREE, of Charleroi, for Oscar Falleur 
Paul DETHIER, of Mons, for Lecocq 
HAINAUT, of Charleroi, for Quarmeau, Labby and Prince 
BOGAERT, of Charleroi, for Lefevre and Stranard 
GONDRY, of Mons, for Dumont 
JONNART, of Mons, for Colin 
MOSSELMAN, of Mons, for Hulet 
HARMIGNIES, of Mons, for Berger 
HANOTIAUX, de Mons, pour Collet 
PREUMONT, of Mons, for Lenoble and Lenom 
Ch. VAN BASTELAER, of Charleroi, for Arrotin. 



Xavier Schmidt, Oscar Falleur et leur defenseur, maitre 
Englebienne (H Pirenne: « Histoire de Belgique », volume 
IV, page 197). 



2 The strikes in Charleroi - March 1886 - Proces Falleur, Schmidt & Consorts - Imprimeries F. Henry Quinet - 1886. 
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The specially chosen jury, includes: 


MM. DELANNEY, notaire in Mons, jury foreman 
Ch. QUINTENS, industrial, at Frameries 
GOSSE, deputy mayor at Peruwelz 
Julicien CORNEZ, industrial at Peruwelz 
Ch. BATAILLE, tax collector at Dour 
J.-B. MOLLET, miller and city counsel at Dour 

Substitutes: 

MM. DEBOOSCHER, merchant at Tournai 
Jules DOLEZ, lawyer at Mons 


Cesar AMAND, notaire at Baugnies 

Jules DEBAIVE, industrial at Nimy 

BERNUS, city counsel at Charleroi 

Felix VANDEKERCHOVE, owner at Escanaffles 

LEROY-HUART, merchant at Binche 

Henri LIENARD, deputy mayor at Jemappes 


Following is the list of 214 witnesses, with 106 supporting the charges, in chronological order: 


Ch. PIERREUX, judge at Charleroi 

DEBUSCHERE, prosecutor at Charleroi 

Alexandre DAILLY, glassworks director at Jumet 

M. PAGNOUL, engineer at the Baudoux company 

M. De DORLODOT, glassworks master in Lodelinsart 

M. MOREL, glassworks master in Lodelinsart 

Eugene BAUDOUX, owner of Baudoux Glassworks 

Florent LEFEVRE, foreman at Charleroi-Faubourg 

WARGNY, manufacture boss at Lodelinsart 

Francois BRUYERE, glassworker in Jumet 

Ferdinand SCHMIDT, glassworker in Jumet 

Omer LEFEVRE, doctor in Jumet 

Joseph HENRY, deputy-commissionner at Jumet 

Constant ANDRE, glassworks master in Lodelinsart 

Jules GILBERT, blower at Lodelinsart 

Ulysse SCHMIDT, glassworks master in Lodelinsart 

Alexis HERMANT, glassworks master in Lodelinsart 

Joseph TASSIN, glassworks carrier in Jumet 

Henriette HOUYET, wife of MONNE, innkeeper in Jumet 

Adele HUBEAU, servant at Jumet (for M. Baudoux) 

Auguste LARDINOIS, driver for M. Baudoux 

Emile LABARRE, boxmaker at Jumet 

Joseph FOURNEAU, industrial a Jumet 

Aurelie TURLOT, servant at Jumet (for M. De Dorlodot) 

Emile ROBERT, mayor of Lodelinsart 

Etienne ANDRE, veterinarian at Jumet 

CATRAIN, miner at Jumet 

Charles FRERE, industrial at Jumet 

Pierre DEFFET,12y, glassworker at Montigny-sur-Sambre 

Auguste SAMME, glassworker at Charleroi 

J.-B. PAQUES, glassworker at Jumet 

DOUTRELOUX, gamewarden at Lodelinsart 

Hector HARPIGNIES, packer in Jumet 

Francois VANDERPERRE, storage worker at Charleroi 

Joseph GCETTUYS, coalmine driver at Gilly 

Aquila DULIERE, glassworks director at Jumet 

Adelaide PAINSMAIL, wife Lienard of Lodelinsart 

J.-B. COLSON, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

J.-B. HEMMENS, janitor for Baudoux 

Augustin HAUTLIER, daylaborer at Jumet 

Emile RASQUIN, music leader at Charleroi-Faubourg 

Joseph LEFEVRE, blower at Jumet 

J.-B. WARLOT, employee at Lodelinsart 

J.-B. MEUTER, daylaborer at Jumet 

Andre HERBIGNAT, glassworker at Jumet 

DELMOTTE, glassworker at Dampremy 

Alexandre LAVERGNE, cobbler at Lodelinsart 


Alexandre FREDERIC, employee at Ransart 

Camille PIVONT, wife Faux, at Jumet 

Edmond DENIS, glasscutter at Forchies 

Camille DUPRET, commercial agent at Lodelinsart 

Alfred RIDELE, employee at Lodelinsart 

Pierre Joseph MAYENCE, machinist at Jumet 

J.-B. MAILLARD, cutter at Jumet 

GANDIBLEU, at Jumet, did not testify 

Louis DE BOUCK, policeman at Jumet 

Joseph WERY, builder at Jumet 

Eugene MALHOMME, gazier a Jumet 

Horace HENRI, miner at Charleroi 

ARVICUS Francois, miner at Sombreffe 

J.-B. GERMAUX, glassworker at Ransart 

Alphonse GERMEAUX, glassworker at Ransart 

Pierre WALMACQ, glassworker at Dampremy 

Isidore LAURENT, glassworker at Jumet 

J.-B. THIRY, glassworker at Jumet 

Francois ROSART, mason at Wanfercee 

J.-B. COURTOIS, janitor at Jumet 

Emile FLEMAL, foreman for M. Baudoux 

Julien RAYON, glassworker at Jumet 

M. GREGORIUS, glassworks director at Lodelinsart 

Mathieu FRANCOIS, machinist at Lodelinsart 

Pierre-Frangois MASSON, mechanic at Gilly 

HUBEAU, gazier at Jumet 

Michel DURVAUX, employee at Lodelinsart 

Gustave DESCHAMPS, cart driver at Lodelinsart 

Auguste ROBIN, daylaborer at Ransart 

Louis SPINASSE, plumber at Jumet 

Frangois HERGOT, daylaborer at Ransart 

Zoe PLATBROOT, wife Mattens, housewife at Jumet 

Victor DEMANET, puller, at Lodelinsart 

Frangois BOTTE, blower at Jumet 

Theophile VANHOEVER, merchant at Jumet 

Leontine DECASTER, wife Botte, housewife at Jumet 

Emile DEFOSSEZ, puller at Jumet 

Ch. WATTE, 15 y glassworker at Charleroi 

Marcelin MOL, employee at Ransart 

Sylvain BAUTHIER, foreman at Ransart 

Clement DETHIER, daylaborer at Ransart 

Desire CONREUR, machinist at Jumet 

J.-B. LEFEVRE, merchant at Jumet 

Louise DESPONTIN, at Lodelinsart 

Joseph DOFFNY, glassworker at Charleroi 

Arthur BAUDOUIN, glassworker at Ransart 

Pierre-Frangois FRERE, glassworker at Jumet 
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Alphonse SIOR, adjuster at Jumet 
Celenie FOLIE, daylaborer at Lodelinsart 
Jean LEFEVRE, glassworker at Montigny-sur-Sambre 
Marie SORTET, daylaborer at Lodelinsart 
Prudent GREFFE, glassworker at Dampremy 
J.-B. LAMBILLOTTE, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Victor VRAYE, employee at Jumet 
Nestor PANIER, blower at Jumet 
Victor BRASSEUR, accountant at Lodelinsart 
Victor CLAIRBEAU, traveller at Lodelinsart 
Theodore DEROME, entrepreneur at Jumet 
J.-B. GLAVIER, glassworker at Jumet 
Leon BRICOULT, merchant at Lodelinsart 
Felicien BOUCHEZ, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Alexandre DESGAIN, glassworker at Jumet 
Rosine HANCART, wife of Jacquet, housewife at Jumet 
Emile BRASSEUR, inkeeper at Jumet 
Leopold THIRY, printer at Jumet 
Joseph HOPPE, glassworker Roux 
Alexis MIEAUX, brewery delivery at Jumet 
Emile BOUILLET, bar tender at Jumet 
J.-B. LEFEVRE, glassworker at Jumet 
Maurice DAMIEN, miner at Jumet 
Edouard DEGREVE, miner at Jumet 
J.-B. POUILLARD, miner at Jumet 
Edouard LACHAPELLE, glassworker at Jumet 
Auguste MAYER, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Dartagnan DARQUENNE, glassworker 
Philippe FLORIMOND, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Telesphore LAMBILLOTTE 
Maxime MEL AIRY, glassworker at Dampremy 
Louis STENGER, production foreman at Lodelinsart 
Camille RICHIR, glassworker at Gilly 
Georges MAYER, bar tender at Jumet 
Gedeon DECORTE, doctor at Lodelinsart 
Louis JACQUET, employee for the Union Verriere 
Alfred MARLIER, waiter at «Delwarte», locale of the Union 
Felicien GOGNEAUX, tanneur at Fleurus 
Frangois MAGNET, worker at Fleurus 
Alexandre MARTONGIN, miner at Fleurus 
J.-B. KAISIN, miner at Fleurus 

Camille QUINET (Pouyette), glassworker at Dampremy 
Clement CAUDRON,wood merchant at Lodelinsart 
Leon MASEAUX, employee at Jumet 
Edouard FRERE, glasscutter at Lodelinsart 
Joseph HENRICOT, engineer at Charleroi 
Philippe GUILLAUME, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Gustave ANDRE, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Jules RAINCHON, industrial at Lodelinsart 
Hubert LAMBIOTTE, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Adolphe SCHMIDT, glassworker at Lodelinsart, brother of 
the accused 

Louis THEYS, employee at Jumet 
Laure MICHAUX, 15y, at Jumet-Houtbois 
Ch. HANCART, glassworker at Lodelinsart 
Arthur BASTIN, glassworker at Jumet 
Joseph MAYER, glassworker at Gilly 
Leon RASQUIN, merchant at Lodelinsart 


Richard PANIER, glassworker at Jumet 

Camille DENIS, student at Montigny-sur-Sambre 

Jules PANIER, glassworker at Jumet 

Remy JACQUET, glassworker at Jumet 

Jules GOFFAUX, glassworker at Jumet 

HAVRENNE, weaver at Jumet 

P.-J. PAQUET, glassworker at Jumet 

Joseph DESGAIN, glassworker at Jumet 

Leon SOUP ART, glassworker at Jumet 

Zelie WERY, housewife at Jumet 

Auguste LEBON, glassworker at Jumet 

Louis SENTE, glassworker at Jumet 

Louis LEFEVRE, cutter at Jumet-Brulotte 

Leopold BUCSANT, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

J.-B. REMY, glassworker at Jumet 

Jean-J. JASMES, glassworker at Jumet 

Oscar LEFEVRE, surveyor at Jumet 

Emile BROGNEAUX, glassworker at Jumet 

J.-B. LABARRE, at Jumet 

Celina BERGER, housewife at Jumet 

Jos. LAURENT, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

Jules HENRY, glassworker at Jumet 

Edmond GOFFINET, glassworker at Jumet 

Camille BUYTAERT, engineer for Baudoux 

Joseph LABARRE, box maker at Jumet 

Rosa DESPONTIN, journaliere a Lodelinsart 

Maximilien RAYMAKERS, plafonneur a Lodelinsart 

CLAUS, teacher at Lodelinsart 

Etienne DUBOIS, houilleur a Dampremy 

Alfred HEMBISE, houilleur a Lodelinsart 

Valentin BERGER, houilleur a Lodelinsart 

Arthur LAMBERT, machiniste a Charleroi 

Oscar LAMBERT, machiniste a Charleroi 

Jules PIERRE, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

Valentin BARVAIS, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

Henry PIERRE, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

Frangoise PREUMONT, housewife at Lodelinsart 

Angelique YANNIX, wife of J.-B. Thiry 

J.-B. THIRY, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

Malvina BAVIA, housewife at Lodelinsart 

Alice DINZELIN, sans profession a Lodelinsart 

Honorine RENAUD, housewife at Lodelinsart 

Arthur MICHAUX, glassworker at Jumet 

Telesphore COCRIAMONT, at Ransart 

Antoine LENOBLE, at Ransart 

J.-B. QUONIAUX, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

Raymond DUFOUR, glassworker at Lodelinsart 

Auguste PHILLIPPART 

LUCAS, daylaborer at Gilly 

Sylvie DUMONT 

Emile LECHIEN, glassworker at Jumet 
Jules CASTIN, glassworker at Ransart 
Nestor VILAIN, glassworker at Ransart 
Florentin PREUMONT 
Melchior GENOT 

Adolphe LEMAL, master glassworker at Ransart 
Octave COLLET, miner at Ransart 
Emile DULIERE, merchant at Ransart 


Note from Andre Darquennes :Dartagnan Darquennes is my great-grandfather; his brother Aramis Darquennes settled in the US, 
grandfather of Alice Darquenne (WV - USA) 
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CASTLE GARDEN Online: www.castlegarden.org 

I had just finished reformatting the issue of Belgian Laces containing the 
article on Castle Garden when the news that Castle Garden now offered a 
searchable database reached me in an email from one of the Yahoogroups I 
subscribe to. 

"CastleGarden.org offers free access to an extraordinary database of 
information on 10 million immigrants from 1830 through 1892, the 
year Ellis Island opened. Over 73 million Americans can trace their 
ancestors to this early immigration period. 

Castle Garden, today known as Castle Clinton National Monument, is 
the major landmark within The Battery, the 23 acre waterfront park at 
the tip of Manhattan. From 1855 to 1890, the Castle was America's 
first official immigration center, a pioneering collaboration of New York 
State and New York City. 

CastleGarden.org is an invaluable resource for educators, scholars, students, family historians, and the interested public. 
Currently the site hosts 10 million records, and support is needed to complete the digitization of the remaining 2 million 
records, beginning in 1820, from the original ship manifests. 

The Battery remains one of the oldest public open spaces in continuous use in New York City. American Indians fished 
from its banks, and the first Dutch settlers built a low, stone wall with cannons, a battery to protect the harbor and New 
Amsterdam. The transformations of The Battery and that of the Castle tell the history of New York and, by association, 
the growth and development of our nation." 

I had to try it right away. I typed in a name. I usually keep my searches broad and so only put in a last name, but you might want to 
narrow your search more than I do at first, especially if the name is not common. The Advance Search feature allows you to pinpoint 
people according to several unique factors, just as you can on Ancestry.com. I tried myself with just the word “Belgium” in Place of 
Origin and returned almost 8,000 names. I didn’t see them but was offered an Excel Download for a fee. Nice to know, and let’s face 
it, it takes money to keep hings going everywhere. 



Here you have a search for “FRANCART” which returned 9 hits. If you click on the last name you will get a complete listing of the 
passenger. I clicked on “Desire FRANCART” and this is the information I retrieved: 


CastleGarden.org 


ABOUT US ccAprii TIMELINE 


Enter additional information to refine 
search results. 



Pages:« l of l » 


| Fran cart 

FIRST NAME 

LAST NAME OCCUPATION AGE SEX ARRIVED 

ORIGIN 

SHIP- 









First name Last name 

M.L. 

FRANCART 

Merchant 

33 

M 

1883-09-13 

France 

Amerique 

11830 . 11912 

FERDINAND- 

J0SEPH 

FRANCART 

Cook 

31 

M 

1856-05-22 

Belgium 

Atlas 


U 

FD il MPA DT 

Actor, Actress 


F 



Rugia 

|^l 

rKANOAKI 


1oc?U-1U-Ut> 

ranee 

Place of origin 

LEON 

FRANCART 

Merchant 

34 

M 

1884-08-27 

France 

Saint 

Laurent 

Sea Lark 

r~ m 

JOSEPHINE 

FRANCART 

Infant 



1855-06-08 

Belgium 

Occupation 

U 

F 

1 M 

MARIE 

FRANCART 

Child, 

Youngster 

4 

F 

1855-06-08 

Belgium 

Sea Lark 

Ship 








ANNA 

FRANCART 

Unknown 

33 

F 

1855-06-08 

Belgium 

Sea Lark 

1 sear: h now | 



Child, 

Youngster 






JEAN-BTE. 

FRANCART 

$ 

M 

1855-06-08 

Belgium 

Sea Lark 


DESIRE 

FRANCART 

Farmer 

43 

M 

1855-06-08 

Belgium 

Sea Lark 



DESIRE FRANCART 

Occupation Farmer 
Age 43 
Sex M 
Literacy U 
Arrived 1855-06-08 
Origin Belgium 
Port Antwerp 

Last Residence UNKNOWN 
Destination UNITED STATES 
Plan Unknown 
Ship Sea Lark 
Passage Unknown 

For a fee you can also obtain a copy of the manifest. 



1 Click on “The Castle”, then on your right, “History”, then at the bottom “View Slide Show 77 


I decided to explore the site more thoroughly and clicked on “Timeline” and found the history of the Castle highlighted. But it’s 
through “About Us” and then www.thebattery.org that I found the most 
interesting slide presentation giving a complete overview on the building, with 
paintings of the castle as it stood in the 1850s into today. 3 


They say a picture is worth a thousand words and how true it is! 


The pictures’ vivid colors pulled me 
in and I felt as though I had jumped 
through a picture with Mary Poppins 
and was walking where some of my 
distant relatives had surely walked. 
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1853 Passenger List (Part 1) 


Researched and submitted by Guy Gallez 

The following is a list of the passengers declared from Belgium at their arrival in NEW YORK harbor. Those lists were often made 
haphazardly and I'm sure not all of those listed were from Belgium. Also some I found listed as from "Germany" and other countries 
can be from Belgium. I often found names "sounding Belgian". But, without other information, I cannot put them in that list. 

That list is limited to New York, the only harbor with original manifests available. The “Nr” is the serial number given on the 
manifest. When numbering the passengers was not done, I put a number myself in the order I found the Belgian passengers on the 
lists. That number is in italic. 

This list of the ships with the dates of arrival in New York is adapted from the "Marine Intelligence" articles published in the New- 
York Daily Time in 1853. When those ship were listed, I often have been able to add a date of departure and sometime a date of 
arrival differing slightly from the manifest. The date of departure is sometimes guessed as the only available information was "xx days 
on sea". I also add here the events of passage related by the NYDT. 

Africa: from Liverpool, England, May 7 ; to New York, 20 May 1853 Liverpool, May 7 

Arabia: from Liverpool, England, Jan. 1 ; to New York, 16 Jan. 1853 Liverpool, Jan. 1, via Halifax, 51 hours. Has experienced 
heavy westerly gales all the passage; Jan 9, a sea struck the ship which broke the davits, and carried away one of the boats. 

Arctic: from Liverpool, England, Oct. 18 ; to New York, 29 Oct. 1853 Oct. 18 

Art Union: from Le Havre, France, Nov. 1 ; to New York, 27 Dec. 1853 Havre, Nov 1, 285 passengers (all well). Sailed in company 
with ship Samoset. Nov. 22, while close reefing the topsails, John Dunkerken, 2nd officer fell overboard and was lost. 

Atlantic from Liverpool, England ; to New York, 4 Sept. 1853 not found in the NYDT 

Atlantic (2): from Liverpool, England, Oct. 5 ; to New York, 17 Oct. 1853 Liverpool, 5th Oct., 1 P.M. 130 passengers 

Baltic: from Liverpool, England, Aprl 20 ; to New York, 2 May 1853 Liverpool, April 20, at 5 P M. Was detained at the Bar 2 1/2 

hours by low water. Until the 26th,, experienced strong westerly gales and a heavy sea. 92 passengers 

Baltic (2): from Liverpool, England, June 15 ; to New York, 26 June 1853 Liverpool, June 15 

Black Warrior: from Havana ; to New York, 16 July 1853 Mobile and Havana 

Elizabeth Denison: from Antwerp, May 5 ; to New York, 12 June 1853 Antwerp May 5, and Flushing May 7, 357 passengers 
Gaston: from Antwerp, Belgium, (about) July 19 ; to New York, 1 Sept. 1853 Antwerp and Flushing, 44 days, 250 pass. 

Humboldt: from Le Havre, France, Feb. 16 ; to New York, 1 March 1853 Havre and Cowes, Feb. 16 
Humboldt (2): from Le Havre, France, April 13 ; to New York, 26 April 1853 Havre, april 13, and Cowes, April 14 
Humboldt (3): from Cowes and Le Havre ; to New York, 22 June 1853 not found in the NYDT 
Humboldt (4): from Cowes and Le Havre ; to New York, 14 Oct. 1853 Havre, Sept 30, Cowes, Oct. 1 
Indah Tours: from Le Havre, France ; to New York, 22 Aug. 1853 not found 

J R Zarega (J Z): from Antwerp, Nov. 12 1852 ; to New York, 31 Jan. 1853 Antwerp Nov 12, Flushing 17, the Downs 22, Bermuda 
Jan 14. Has experienced very heavy weather on the passage. Put into bermuda for provisions and water. 

Jane E Walsh: from Liverpool, England, (about) June 21 ; to New York, 13 Aug. 1853 53 days from Liverpool 

Margaret Evans: from London, England, (about) Nov. 24 ; to New York, 22 Dec. 1853 London and Portsmouth, 28 d., 482 

passengers 

Mary Annah: from Le Havre, France, (about) May 27 ; to New York, 24 June 1853 Havre 28 days, 270 passengers 
Pacific: from Liverpool, England, June 1 ; to New York, 12 June 1853 Liverpool, June 1 

Princeton: from Antwerp, Belgium, (about) June 23 ; to New York, 29 Aug. 1853 Antwerp and Flushing, 67 ds, 141 pass 
Roger Stewart: from Antwerp, (about) April 21 ; to New York, 29 May 1853 38 ds, 41 passengers 
Vaucluse: from Le Havre, France, (about) April 21 ; to New York, 30 May 1853 40 ds 
Victoria: from Antwerp ; to New York, 18 Aug. 1853 not found in the NYDT 

Victoria (2): from London, England; (about) Jan 31 ; to New York, 5 March 1853 London via Queenstown, 34 days, 300 passengers 
Vierge Marie: from Antwerp, Belgium, (about) June 2 ; to New York, 18 July 1853 Antwerp, 46 days, 165 passengers. The V. M. is 
bound to Havana; put into this port to land passengers 

Wm H Wharton: from Le Havre, France, (about) April 4 ; to New York, 4 May 1853 Havre, 31 ds 

Yorkshire: from Liverpool, England, Nov 25, 1852 ; to New York, 6 Jan. 1853 42 days. Has experienced havy westerly gales during 
the whole passage. 


NAME 

Age Sex 

Occupation 

To 

From 

Nr 

Ship 

???, ??? 

25 M 

? 

USA 

Belgium 

110 

Princeton 

Ahles, Christian 

21 M 


USA 

Gand 

59 

JZ 

Ahles, Johann 

23 M 


USA 

Gand 

58 

JZ 

Andre, T 

29 M 

Jeuman? 

Belgium 

Belgium 

1 

Atlantic 

Appan, Joseph 

22 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

130 

Princeton 

Bartonb, Susana 

25 F 


USA 

Belgium 

63 

Princeton 

Basile, Clement 

30 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

72 

Allen Africa 

Bather, Nicolas 

25 M 

Mason 

USA 

Belgium 

98 

Princeton 

Baur,Michel 

28 M 

Merchant 

USA 

Belgium 

77 

Princeton 
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Bckerbaumer, Anna 

7 F 


USA 

Gand 

90 

JZ 

Bckerbaumer, Catharina 28 F 


USA 

Gand 

89 

JZ 

Bckerbaumer, Friedrich 

2 M 


USA 

Gand 

91 

JZ 

Bckerbaumer, Gustaf 

31 M 


USA 

Gand 

88 

JZ 

Beeker, Jean P 

24 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

134 

Princeton 

Bellon, Maria Philippine 21 F 

Spinster 

Belgium 

Belgium 

266 

Victoria(2) 

Bernhard, Strinberg 

38 M 


USA 

Gand 66 

JZ 


Bohringer, Wilhelmine 

21 F 


USA 

Gand 62 

JZ 


Bosch, Louise 

22 F 


USA 

Gand 61 

JZ 


Bouffard, J 

34 M 

Merchant 

USA 

Belgium 

73 

Allen Africa 

Brachmaier 

35 M 


USA 

Gand 103 

JZ 


Bridemus, Francois 

llm/M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

186 

Art Union 

Bridemus, Jean 

12 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

184 

Art Union 

Bridemus, Madeleine 

8 F 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

187 

Art Union 

Bridemus, Marie 

43 F 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

183 

Art Union 

Bridemus, Marie 

6 F 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

188 

Art Union 

Bridemus, Pierre 

4 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

185 

Art Union 

Bridemus, Valentin 

39 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

182 

Art Union 

Brosch, Wilhelm 

23 M 


USA 

Gand 54 

JZ 


Butling, Johann 

36 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

143 

Princeton 

Celler, Guillaume 

31 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

111 

Princeton 

Chb, Dael 

30 F 

Rev. 

USA 

Belgium 

1 

Pacific 

Christens, J 

4 F 


USA 

Belgium 

5 

Humboldt(2) 

Christens, N 

46 M 


USA 

Belgium 

1 

Humboldt(2) 

Christens, 0 

10 F 


USA 

Belgium 

3 

Humboldt(2) 

Christens, 0 

8 F 


USA 

Belgium 

4 

Humboldt(2) 

Christens, R 

2 M 


USA 

Belgium 

6 

Humboldt(2) 

Christens, V 

36 F 


USA 

Belgium 

2 

Humboldt(2) 

Cizaine, August 

39 M 


USA 

Gand 

79 

JZ 

Cleenewerk, Louis 

32 M 


USA 

Brussels 

48 

JZ 

Clouse, Agust 

26 M 


USA 

Gand 

102 

JZ 

Cohen, S J 

33 


USA 

Belgium 

3 

Humboldt(4) 

Covisaux, Alfred 

33 M 

Merchant 

USA 

Belgium 

1 

Black Warrior 

Dandeloos, Leonard 

43 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

11 

Vierge Marie 

Dapper, Theresa 

25 F 

Wife 

USA 

Antwerp 

1 

Victoria 

de Beer, Charles Louis 

34 M 


USA 

Belgium 

George Washington 

de Beer, Emanuel 

26 M 

Merchant 

USA 

Belgium 

17 

Gaston 

De Leyer, Henry 

25 M 

Gentleman USA 

Belgium 

412 

Yorkshire 

Decorwez, Jean S 

27 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

9 

Vierge Marie 

Decrevel, Elisa 

9m F 

Labourer? 

USA 

Belgium 

3 

Princeton 

Decrevel, Julie 

6 F 

Labourer? 

USA 

Belgium 

4 

Princeton 

Decrevel, Louise 

1 F 

Labourer? 

USA 

Belgium 

5 

Princeton 

Decrevel, Samuel 

29 M 

Labourer 

USA 

Belgium 

1 

Princeton 

Decrevel, Susanna 

29 F 

Labourer? 

USA 

Belgium 

2 

Princeton 

Deherds, Francois 

25 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

131 

Princeton 

Demmunns, Maria 

18 F 


USA 

Belgium 

1 

Humboldt 

Deparcke, Rosalie 

18 F 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

189 

Art Union 

Deryke, Cogner 

50 F 


USA 

Belgium 

38 

Gaston 

Deryke, Constantin 

34 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

36 

Gaston 

Deryke, Emma 

9 F 


USA 

Belgium 

39 

Gaston 

Deryke, Fuller 

8 M 


USA 

Belgium 

40 

Gaston 

Deryke, Prins 

30 F 


USA 

Belgium 

37 

Gaston 

Deuze, Anna 

55 F 


NY 

Belgium 


Indah Tours 

Deuze, J Baptiste 

41 M 

Farmer 

NY 

Belgium 

225 

Indah Tours 

Diage, Adam 

19 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

139 

Princeton 

Diage, Anna 

29 F 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

138 

Princeton 

Diage, Lorenz 

29 M 

Farmer 

USA 

Belgium 

137 

Princeton 

Dnrholz, Benedict 

37 M 

Laborer 

USA 

Belgium 

23 

Princeton 

Doll, Anna 

14 F 


USA 

Gand 

71 

JZ 

Doll, Elisabeth 

40 F 


USA 

Gand 

70 

JZ 

Doll, Gerhard 

40 F 


USA 

Gand 

69 

JZ 
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Obituaries Online: http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~goertzen/obits.htm 

Compiled by Helena GOERTZEN 

VANDAMME, Noella Julia; born Nov 5, 1909 Wevelgem, West Flanders, Belgium; died Feb 27, 1983; daughter of Henri 
VUYLSTEKE & Elodie DEPORTERE 

VANDAMME, Remi; of Tillsonburg, ON, Canada; bom Aug 22, 1907 Zwynfrecht, Belgium; died Sep 15, 1994; wives Alice 
HANDSAEME (Jan 9,1965) & Martha VANELSLANDER (Feb 10,1977); son of Adolf VANDAMME & Marie BRUGGEMAN 

VAN DAMME, Remi P: Mr. Remi P. Van Damme a lifelong resident of Wallaceburg passed away on Sunday, April 1, 2001 at 
Fairfield Park in Wallaceburg at the age of 85 years. Remi was born in Chatham Township and was a son of the late Achiel Van 
Damme and Celina DeFraeye. He was a member of Holy Family Church, the Holy Name Society, a Pioneer Bond holder of the 
C.B.D. Club and had always been active in the community. Beloved husband of the late Leona (DeVisscher) Van Damme (1997). 
Dear father and father-in-law of Pauline and Jim Houle, Helen and Gus Palocz all of Port Lamb ton, Patricia and Wayne Vince of 
Raleigh Twp., and Roy and Patricia Van Damme of Sombra. Sadly missed by 13 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren. Brother 
and brother-in-law of Madeline Van Boven, Elodie Bogaert, Ed Van Damme, Maurice and Margaret Van Damme and Marshall and 
Helen Van Damme all of Wallaceburg. Predeceased by his sisters Bertha Burm, Emily Burm, Emma Janssens, Mary VanHaverbeke 
and his brother George Van Damme. Visitation at the ERIC F. NICHOLLS FUNERAL HOME 639 Elgin Street, Wallaceburg 
Tuesday 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. The Funeral Mass will be held on Wednesday, April 4, 2001 from Holy Family Church at 10:30 a.m. 
Interment in Riverview Cemetery. Parish Prayers were offered at the funeral home Tuesday at 8 p.m. As an expression of sympathy 
donations to Holy Family Church Building Fund or the Charity of Your Choice may be left at the funeral home. As a living memorial 
a tree will be planted in Nicholls Memorial Forest in memory of Remi P. Van Damme. * Wallaceburg Courier Press * 

VANDEKERCKHOVE, Walter; RR 1 Otterville, ON, Canada; born Moorslede, Belgium; died Feb 14,1988; age 42nd year; son of 
Joseph VANDEKERCKHOVE & Irma SIOEN 

VANDENAMEELE, Ronald George; of RR 1, Walsingham, ON, Canada; born Oct 25,1938 Staden, West Flanders, Belgium; died 
Nov 26,1993; wife Agnes DEMAITER; son of Maurice and Elvire VANDENAMEELE 

VANDENBERGHE, Eulalie M (CROMBEZ); of RR 1, Norwich, ON, Canada; born Ardooie, Belgium; died Jun 21,1993; age 95th 
year; husband Odiel VANDENBERGHE 1958 

VANDENBERGHE, Leonie; born Oultere, Belgium; died Jul 22,1983; 95th yr; daughter of Jan Baptist DEVILLAER & Anna 
PENNE 

VANDENBERGHE, Lucien; of Delhi, ON, Canada; bom Moorsele, Belgium; died Mar 25,1992; age 64; son of Odiel 
VANDERBERGHE & Regina CRAEYE 

VANDENBERGHE, Omer A; Delhi,ON, Canada; born Jan 24,1920 Erembodegem, Belgium; died Jan 17,1988; son of Remi 
VANDENBERGHE & Colette VANDERSTOCKT 

VANDENBOGAERDE, Jozef Aloise; Dec 26,1911 Oostrosebeke, West Flanders, Belgium; died Aug 10, 1983; son of Alfons 
VANDENBOGAERDE & Maria WOLFCAROUS 

VANDENBUSSCHE, Gerard Joseph; Delhi ON Canada; born Geluwe, West Flanders, Belgium; came to Canada in 1926; died Oct 
17,1986; aged 85 th year; son of Cyril Joseph VANDENBUSSCHE & Emile DEBUF 

VANDENDRIESSCHE, Adrienne, born Ichtegem, Belgium, died Feb 9,1989 d/o Charles & Leonie Vancraeynest *Tillsonburg 
News Obits* 

VANDENEECKHOUT, Elsa; of RR 1 Port Rowan, ON, Canada; born Aug 27,1929 Mere, Belgium; died Aug 11,1994;husband 
Gabriel "Louie" VANDENEECKHOUT (May 31,1994); daughter of Charles VANDEBERGHE & Alice VANIMPE 

VANDENHEEDE, Conrad; RR #1, LaSalette ON Canada; born Wyngenge, Belgium;came to Canada in 1922; died Dec 21,1985; 
age 84th year; son of August VANDENHEEDE & Clemence OCKIER 

VANDENHEEDE, Irma Alida, born Aemelgem, West Flanders, Belgium, died June 17,1989 d/o Charles L Verbrugge & Sidonie M 
Verschatse *Tillsonburg News Obits* 

VANDEN NEUCKER, Alfons; of Brantford, ON, Canada; born May 15,1903 Ninove, Belgium; wife Bertha DEWYZE (1950);died 
Oct 20,1992; son of Jan Baptist VANDEN NEUCKER & Mathilde WALRAEVENS 

VANDERGUNST, Marie L; of Tillsonburg, ON, Canada; born Apr 14,1898 Merkem, West Flanders, Belgium; husbands Julien 
VANDEWOUDE (1945) & Rene VANDERGUNST (1971); died Feb 2,1992; daughter of Charles BULCKE & Pharailda 
VANDAELE 

VANDERHAEGHE,Archiel; of RR 1, Langton, ON, Canada; bom Sep 29,1904 Langemark, W.F. Belgium; wife Irma HESSEL 
(Sep 24,1985);died Dec 25,1992 
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VANDERHAEGHE, Irma M; RR #1, Langton ON Canada; born Aug 2,1908 Langemarck, West Flanders, Belgium; died Sep 
24,1985; daughter of Cornelius and Madeleine HESSEL 

VANDERHAEGHE, Julia; of Langton,ON, Canada; born Dec 23,1904 Langemarck, West Flanders, Belgium; came to Canada in 
1926; husband Jules Vanderhaeghe (Dec 21,1989); died Feb 18,1992; daughter of Marcel DEKINDT & Eugenie GHESQUIRE 

VANDERHAEGHE, Jules, born June 2,1900, Langemarck, Flanders, Belgium died Dec 21,1989 s/o Rene Vanderhaeghe & Marie 
Noyez *Tillsonburg News Obits* 

VANDERMEERSCH, Maria Emma;of RR #1, Walsingham, Onatrio, Canada; bornDec 29,1914 Beitem-rumbeke, W.F., Belgium; 
died Aug 22,1995; husband Andre VANDERMEERSCH Feb 11,1974; daughter of Hector & Elodie HERMAN 

VANDERSTRAETEN, Francois; of Tillsonburg, ON, Canada; born Jul 19,1914 Antwerpe, Belgium;died Oct 7,1994 

VANDERSYPPE, Irma (BILLIET); Palm Bay Florida USA; born Jan 25,1901 Pittem, West Flanders, Belgium; died Oct 30,1986; 
formerly of Detroit MI USA 

VANDEVELDE, Helena; Courtland ON; bron in Aaltre, West Flanders, Belgium; came to Canda in 1922; died Dec 26,1984; age 
96th year; former VANDERPLAETSE 

VANDEWIELE, Victor P; of RR 1, Courtland, ON, Canada; born Jul 19,1915 Ninove, East FLanders, Belgium; died Jan 3,1993; 
wife Alida VANDAELE; son of Richard VANDEWIELE & Victorina KOSYNSKI 

VANDEWYNGAERDE, Maurice; Aylmer ON Canada; born Belgium; came to Canada in 1926; died Apr 10,1985; age 82nd year 

VANDONINCK, Rosalie; Tillsonburg ON Canada; born Apr 26,1905 Bale, Wezel, Belgium; came to Canada in 1957; died Feb 
23,1986; daughter of Karel BELMANS & Maria Philomena DJOOS 

VANDOORNE, Marie; of Courtland, ON, Canada; born Oostnieuwkerke, Belgium; came to Canada 1929; husband Cyriel 
VANDOORNE (1978); died Oct 11,1992; former Marie VERALLEMAN 

VANDUYSE, Jose Albert; bom Aug 3,1915 St. Gilles-Waes, East Flanders, Belgium; son of Vital VANDUYSE & Melodie 
DULLERT 

VANELSLANDER, Robert; born Roeselare, Belgium; came to Canada in 1926; died Oct 28,1984; age 60th year; son of Nestor 
VANELSLANDER & Marie ROMMELAERE 

VANEYGEN, Louis; Tillsonburg ON; bom Nov 9,1906 Beveren, Waas, East Flanders, Belgium; died Oct 4,1984; son of Alexander 
VANEYGEN 7 Maria RORTLIER 

VANESBROECK, Petrus ’’Peter” F: Mr. Petms "Peter" F. VanEsbroeck a longtime resident of the Wallaceburg area passed away 
on Saturday, March 31, 2001 at the Chatham-Kent Health Alliance "Sydenham Campus", Wallaceburg at the age of 75 years. Peter 
was bom in Boschapella, Holland and was a son of the late Petrus VanEsbroeck and Rosalie Schuren and came to Canada in 1951. He 
was a member of Holy Family Church in Wallaceburg. Beloved husband of the late Anna DeVos (1998). Dear brother of Florentina 
Bogaert of Wallaceburg and the late Frank VanEsbroeck (1974). He will be missed by many nieces and nephews. The late Peter 
VanEsbroeck is resting at the ERIC F. NICHOLLS FUNERAL HOME 639 Elgin Street, Wallaceburg until Wednesday, April 4, 2001 
when the funeral will proceed to Holy Family Church for the Funeral Mass at 2 p.m. with Fr. Dennis Wilhelm, Celebrant. The Pall 
Bearers will be his nephews. Interment in Riverview Cemetery, Wallaceburg. Parish Prayers were offered at the funeral home 
Tuesday at 3 p.m. As an expression of sympathy donations to Sydenham District Hospital Foundation may be left at the funeral home. 
As a living memorial a tree will be planted in Nicholls Memorial Forest in memory of Petrus F. VanEsbroeck. * Wallaceburg Courier 
Press * 

VANGAMPELAERE-LOONTJENS, Margaeritta, born Belgium died Aug 5,1990 buried Wingene, Belgium. 

VANGOETHEM, Alphonsine Blondine; Tillsonburg ON; born Aug 15,1898 Beveran,Waas, East Flanders, Belgium; died Feb 
17,1984; daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Edward MAES 

VANGOETHEM, Henri L; born Oct 24,1909 Beveren-Waas, East Flanders, Belgium; died Feb 26,1983; son of Edward 
VANGOETHEM & Maria VANDENVELDE 

VANGULCK, Germaine, born July 26,1911, Beveren- Waas, East Flanders, Belgium died Sept 22,1989 d/o Edward VanGoethem & 
Marie VanDeVelde *Tillsonburg News Obits* 

VANGULCK, Jozef L; of Tillsonburg, ON, Canada; born Mar 30,1907 Beveren-Waas, W.F., Belgium; came to Canada in 1948; died 
Dec 16,1993; wife Germaine VANGOETHEM Sep 22,1989 

VANHALEWYN, Maurice; born Sept 19,1907 Rumbeke, Belgium; died Apr 21,1983; son of Alfons VANHALEWYN & Flavie 
DECRUS 

VANHAVERBEKE, Omer; Courtland ON Canada; born Nov 26,1907 Torhout, West Flanders, Belgium; died mar 5,1985; son of 
Leon VANHAVERBEKE and Elizabeth RAPENBUSCH 
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Belgians in the 1901 Canadian Census: Lome, Lisgar, Manitoba 

http://data4.collectionscanada.ca 


4.3 Kergen, Frank 

M 

11 Junl846 

Belgium 

head 

1889 

4.3 Kergen, Emilie 

F 

3 May 1848 

Belgium 

wife 

1889 

4.3 Kergen, John B 

M 

29 Oct 1872 

Belgium 

son 

1889 

4.3 Kergen, Joseph 

M 

llJun 185- 

Belgium 

son 

1889 

4.3 Kergen, Albertine 

F 

26 Sep 1882 

Belgium 

daughter 

1889 

4.3 Kergen, Valentin 

M 

19 Oct 1888 

Belgium 

son 

1889 

4.3 Kergen, Camille 

F 

20 Dec 1895 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.3 Vulcher, Theophiel 

M 

48y old 

Belgium 

lodger 

1890 

4.3 Gobert, Paul 

M 

27 May 1863 

Belgium 

head 

1895 

4.3 Gobert, Marie 

F 

10 Apr 1866 

Belgium 

wife 

1895 

4.3 Gobert, Marius E 

M 

3 Jul1890 

Belgium 

son 

1895 

4.3 Gobert, Maria L 

F 

23 Feb 1893 

Belgium 

daughter 

1895 

4.3 Wolf, Joseph 

M 

8 Oct 1863 

Belgium 

lodger 

1894 

4.3 Hagermans, Benja 

M 

4 Nov 1866 

Belgium 

head 

1895 

4.3 Hagermans, Cameli 

F 

3 Jan 1870 

Belgium 

brother 

1897 

4.3 Nicloux, Joseph P 

M 

30 Dec 1854 

France 

head 

1889 

4.3 Nicloux, Remix J 

F 

30 Dec 1860 

Belgium 

wife 

1889 

4.3 Nicloux, Angus 

M 

9 Oct 1887 

Belgium 

son 

1889 

4.3 Nicloux, Frank 

M 

15 Mar 1898 

Belgium 

son 

1889 

4.3 Nicloux, Eugene 

M 

1 Jan 1890 

Belgium 

son 

1889 

4.3 Baccus, Alphonse 

M 

6 Mar 1867 

Belgium 

head 

1887 

4.3 Baccus, Matilda 

F 

28 May 1873 

Belgium 

wife 

1888 

4.3 Baccus, George 

M 

20 Nov 1892 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Baccus, Marie 

F 

20 Apr 1894 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.3 Baccus, Aline 

F 

7 Dec 1895 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.3 Baccus, Charles 

M 

15 Apr 1897 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Baccus, Honore 

M 

15-Sep-1900 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Baccus, Hortense 

F 

23 Jun 1898 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.3 Cheque, Henry 

M 

22 Apr 1884 

Belgium 

head 

1893 

4.3 Cheque, Geogina 

F 

22 Oct 1882 

Belgium 

wife 

1889 

4.3 Lovelet, John B 

M 

15 Mar 1844 

Belgium 

head 

1889 

4.3 Lovelet, Mary A 

F 

25 Apr 1848 

Belgium 

wife 

1889 

4.3 Niclas, Honorin 

M 

4 Aug 1883 

Belgium 

lodger 

1889 

4.3 Niclas, Celestin 

F 

3 Feb 1882 

Belgium 

lodger 

1889 

4.3 Poncelett, Victor 

M 

9 Dec 1881 

Belgium 

laborer 

1889 

4.3 Polin, Julian 

M 

3 Feb 1862 

Belgium 

head 

1889 

4.3 Polin, Beardine 

F 

10 Oct 1877 

Belgium 

wife 

1889 

4.3 Polin, Marie 

F 

10-May-1900 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.3 Poncelett, Catherine 

F 

14 Oct 1840 

Belgium 

mother 

1892 

4.3 Hutlet, Emile 

M 

20 Jan 1868 

Belgium 

head 

1892 

4.3 Hutlet, Adele 

F 

10 May 1870 

Belgium 

wife 

1892 

4.3 Hutlet, Emma 

F 

3 Jun 1897 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.3 Hutlet, Victor 

M 

28 Aug 1898 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Hutlet, Gustave 

M 

9 Sep 1872 

Belgium 

head 

1891 

4.3 Hutlet, Marie 

F 

25 Apr 1874 

Belgium 

wife 

1892 

4.3 Hutlet, Albert 

M 

29 Jun 1897 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Hutlet, Leon 

M 

18 Sep 1898 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Hultet, Arthur 

M 

19 Oct 1899 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Hutlet, Marshall 

M 

8-Nov-1900 

Manitoba 

son 


4.3 Deurbrouck, Adolphe 

M 

8 May 1834 

Belgium 

head 

1892 

4.4 Deurbrouck, Henriette 

F 

18 Jul 1839 

Belgium 

wife 

1892 

4.4 Deurbrouck, Oscar 

M 

12 Apr 1884 

Belgium 

son 

1892 
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4.4 Deurbrouck, Adolphe 

M 

13 mar 1871 

Belgium 

son 

1892 

4.4 Fefi, Julien 

M 

6 Apr 1869 

Belgium 

head 

1888 

4.4 Dekelver, Albert 

M 

9 Aug 1874 

France 

head 

1888 

4.4 Dekelver, Mary J 

F 

8 Sep 1877 

Belgium 

wife 

1892 

4.4 Dekelver, Joseph J 

M 

27 Jun 1877 

Manitoba 

son 


4.4 Dekelver, Harriet J J 

F 

10-Mar-1900 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.4 Dekelver, Camile A 

M 

1-Apr-1901 

Manitoba 

son 


4.4 Dekelver, Gelman 

M 

6 Jan 1882 

Belgium 

brother 

1892 

4.4 Poncelet, Lucien 

M 

11 Aug 1868 

Belgium 

head 

1892 

4.4 Poncelet, Gilmane 

F 

9 Jan 1877 

Belgium 

wife 

1892 

4.4 Poncelet, Amile V J B 

M 

25 Oct 1896 

Manitoba 

son 


4.4 Poncelet, Amilie V J 

F 

3 Jan 1894 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.4 Poncelet, Emilienne A M 

F 

15 Apr 1899 

Manitoba 

son 


4.4 Voz, Joseph 

M 

5 Mar 1877 

Belgium 

head 

1889 

4.4 Voz, Cladia 

F 

6 Jan 1877 

USA 

wife 

1897 

4.4 Voz, Joseph H 

M 

26 Mar 1895 

USA 

son 

1897 

4.5 Voz, Joseph F A 

M 

10 Feb 1898 

Manitoba 

son 


4.5 Voz, Maria R L 

F 

20-Nov-1900 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.5 Dekelver, Joseph 

M 

7 Jul 1867 

France 

head 


4.5 Dekelver, Celestine 

F 

7 Aug 1877 

France 

wife 


4.5 Dekelver, Mary C 

F 

3 Jan 1895 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.5 Dekelver, Michel J 

M 

6 May 1896 

Manitoba 

son 


4.5 Dekelver, Mary C 

F 

6 Feb 1898 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.5 Dekelver Lucien J B L 

M 

10 Jan 1899 

Manitoba 

son 


4.5 Dekelver, George A 

M 

7-Mar-1901 

Manitoba 

son 


4.5 Foder, Arnold 

M 

5 Mar 1838 

Belgium 

head 

1891 

4.5 Foder, Catherine 

F 

18 Mar 1857 

Belgium 

wife 

1891 

4.5 Foder, Julia V A 

F 

16 May 1885 

Belgium 

son 

1891 

4.5 Foder, Lorent M C 

M 

23 Jul 1886 

Belgium 

son 

1891 

4.5 Foder, Julian C C 

F 

29 Sep 1887 

Belgium 

daughter 

1891 

4.5 Foder, Gustave C L 

M 

5 Jan 1895 

Manitoba 

son 


4.5 Devon, Joseph 

M 

20 Dec 1864 

Belgium 

head 

1898 

4.5 Derauy, John B 

M 

20 Mar 1834 

Belgium 

head 

1889 

4.5 Derauy, Mary 

F 

8 Dec 1838 

Belgium 

wife 

1889 

4.5 Derauy, Joseph L 

M 

13 Jun 1873 

Belgium 

son 

1894 

4.5 Bremyet, Alphonse 

M 

1 Jul 1883 

Belgium 

servant 

1895 

4.5 Buydem, Joseph 

M 

6 Jun 1868 

Belgium 

head 

1889 

4.5 Buydem, Josephine 

F 

17 Dec 1876 

Belgium 

wife 

1889 

4.5 Buydem, Angele 

F 

9 Jul 1898 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.5 Buydem, Marie 

F 

10-Dec-1900 

Manitoba 

daughter 


4.5 Talliar, Omer 

M 

25 Oct 1880 

Belgium 

head 

1889 

4.5 Glorieux, Madard 

M 

12 Mar 1855 

Belgium 

head 

1894 

4.5 Glorieux, Leone D 

F 

12 Apr 1848 

Belgium 

wife 

1894 

4.5 Glorieux, Henry 

M 

25 Oct 1884 

Belgium 

son 

1894 

4.5 Clentienze, Emile 

M 

31 Aug 1863 

Belgium 

head 

1895 

4.5 Clentienze, Paulin 

F 

4 Apr 1869 

Belgium 

wife 

1896 

4.5 Clentienze, Jennie Galles 

F 

20 Feb 1892 

Chile 

daughter 

1896 

4.5 Clentienze, Marie J 

F 

4 Feb 1894 

Belgium 

daughter 

1896 

4.5 Clentienze, Rosalea A 

F 

15 May 1895 

Belgium 

daughter 

1896 

4.5 Clentienze, Stephenie H 

F 

26 Jun 1898 

Manitoba 

daughter 
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Researching Online: Internet Links of Interest 


History of Art in Belgium: 

http://www.fine-arts-museum.be/site/EN/frames/F peinture 19.html 

http://www.codart.nl/exhibitions/details2/69Q/ 

http://www.romantisme.be/Frans/Default.aspx?tabid=239 

Searchable Databases online: 

http://membres.lycos.fr/hbarnich/index.html 

Humain Marriages 1823-1900 

Marche Births 1851-1900; Marriages 1806-1900; Deaths 1851-1900 
On Marriages 1820-1900 

Roy Births 1820-1900; Marriages 1820-1900; Deaths 1851-1900 

Waha Marriages 1824-1900 

http://users.skynet.be/genusducere/Namur/StMIa be.htm 

Namur Parish Registers of St Michel (partial) 

West Flanders 

http ://home. v ersateladsl .be/willemcir/klappers .htm 
Aalbeke 24 Oct 1796 - 24 Nov 1900 l,311records 

Bellegem 27 Sep 1796 - 24 Sep 1856 1,093 records 

Beveren-Leie 07 Feb 1798 - 06 Feb 1805 54 records 

Bikschote 02 Oct 1797 - 28 Nove 1900 532 records 

Bissegem 20 Jun 1797 - 28 Nov 1900 515 records 

Dadizele 30 Jan 1798 - 21 Nov 1903 1,137 records 

Desselgem 07 Jan 1798 - 18 Dec 1805 108 records 

Dranouter 10 Dec 1796 - 24 Oct 1904 736 records 

Gullegem 23 Oct 1796 - 26 Jan 1819 456 records 

Heule 10 Jan 1797 - 16 Nov 1894 2,138 records 

Hollebeke 13 Nov 1797 - 25 Oct 1904 485 records 

Ingooigem 02 May 1856 - 28 Oct 1870 166 records 

Kooigem 31 Jan 1797 - 09 Dec 1899 572 records 

Kortrijk 27 Sep 1796 - 30 Dec 1898 15,188 records 

Krombeke 04 Oct 1796-05 Dec 1900 586 records 

Lauwe 02 May 1797 - 29 Nov 1900 1,646 records 

Loker 03 Feb 1795 - 26 Nov 1904 531 records 

Marke 03 Oct 1796-06 Dec 1900 1,019 records 

Poperinge 06 Jan 1813 - 10 Dec 1851 266 records 

Proven 18 Oct 1796-03 Oct 1900 926 records 

Rekkem 03 Feb 1796 - 27 Dec 1900 1,836 records 

Reningelst 12 Jan 1796 - 11 Dec 1900 1,429 records 

Roesbrugge-Haringe 10 Nov 1796 - 15 Dec 1900 1,294 records 
Rollegem 25 Oct 1796 - 27 Dec 1900 1,574 records 

Sint-Eloois-Vijve 25 Oct 1797 - 21 May 1806 66 records 

Watou 04 Oct 1796 - 28 Nov 1900 1,953 records 

Wijtschate 18 Oct 1796 - 20 Nov 1822 486 records 


Belgian Historical Trivia 

27 May 1885 - Charles Rogier, one of the 
fathers of independent Belgiumun dies. Born in 
1800 at Saint-Quentin, Charles Rogier begins his 
career as journalist. In 1830, he becomes 
member of the temporary government and of 
the National Congress. A Liberal, he later 
becomes deputy then governor and finally 
minister. 

31 May 1969 - Inauguration in Antwerp of the 
new tunnel under the Escaut River, the Kennedy 
Tunnel. It is about 700 yards long. 

5 J une 1832 - The Belgian franc is born. It was 
almost called the "pound". It was then a silver 
coin of 5 grams made of 9/10 of fine metal. 

8 J une 1840 - Creation of the first center of 
juvenile delinquents, in Saint-Hubert. 

11 June 1938 - A powerful 5.9 earthquake 
rocks Belgium. 

28 June 1898 - The automobile "Devastation" 
driven at high speed by the Baron of Crawhez 
travels the distance Brusells-Spa at an average 
speed of 20m/h 

29 June 1840 - Permission is given by the 
State to open a sea-line of steam ships to the 
US. 


1J uly 1849 - The first Belgian 
stamp is issued. It bears the 
portrait of Leopold 1st. 

4 J uly 1888 - 

Banknotes become bilingual and 
the "Moniteur Beige" is published 
Dutch. 



parts 


Southern Hainaut and Northern France : www.genealo.net 


Aalbeke 

Evergnees 

Melles 

Rekkem 

Anseroeul 

Froidmont 

Molenbaix 

Rumillies 

Bailleul 

Frovennes 

Mont sur Aube 

St. Leger 

Bellegem 

Gaurain 

Mourcourt 

St maur 

Blandain 

Gaurain Ramecroix 

Nechin 

Templeuve 

Celles 

Guignies 

Obigres 

Tournai 

Ere 

Havinnes 

Orcq 

Velaines 

Escanaffles 

Herinnes 

Pecq 

Warchin 

Esperrer 

Hertain 

Popuelles 

Warcoing 

Esplechin 

Kain 

Pottes 

Wez 

Esquelmes 

Lamain 

Quartes 

Willlemeau 

Estaimpiers 

Leers-Nord 

Ramegines 




















An old Query gets a new life! 

An old query was revived 
thanks to Guy GALLEZ ’s new 
Online Index of Belgian Laces. 
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QUERYi Looking for the descendants of Mathias KRAFT, who was born in 
Stockem (Heinsch - Arlon), Belgium, on 27 Sep 1851. He emigrated in 1887 
with his bride Louise TOCH. (BL#8 1 p8 1 ) 


Leonard STONECUTTER contacted our office to get access to a copy of an old Belgian Laces where his KRAFT family names 
appeared. It was a query Jean-Jacques HALLAUX of NetraDyle had forwarded for a friend. Nobody at the time had any answers 
but almost 10 years later, Leonard does and now his own questions are answered. 

“I have been searching for something that might help me in my Belgian search. I accidently "stumbled" onto your site. Already, in 

searching your "name file", I have found my two greatgrandparents, I think. Mathias Kraft (Krafft) in 21; 81, and Louise 

(Louisa) Tock, also in 21; 81. I have some information about them, and a complete list of all the family members to this date. My 
grandfather, William Michael Kraft, was their last son, born January 7, 1885, in Kansas City, Missouri. 

The big surprise to me.I was unaware that there is someone else who is researching the family, and must have created a family tree. 

I would be most interested in ascertaining the identity of this person. I was in the home village of the Krafft's, Stockem, Belgium (in 
May this year). I found several Tock's and Krafft's still residing there, and in Arlon. I was unable to meet with anyone, as I do not 
speak French, and I was there for only three hours. Thanks a million!” (Leonard Stonestreet) 

And on the other side of the ocean 4 : 

“... We never thought to look in Missouri!... “Will be happy to send you your ancestry. We would appreciate it if you could send the 
descendants we have been looking for for so long! Thank You!” 


p G. Jean Uldaric KRAFFT (b.Bef 1GG7-Tyrol;m.1G95;d.12 Dec 1709-Septfontaines,LuHemburg) 

- 5. Jean Georges KRAFFT (b.12Dec 1G95-SXuHemburg;m.14 Jan 1723;d.17Jul 1738-SeptfontainesXuHemburg] 

L- G. Anne SANTER (b.1670; 

- 4. Michel KRAFFT (b.29 Sep1724-Septfontaines,Luxemburg;d.21 Feb 1787-Septfontainesluxemburg] 
r 7. MAMER (d.11 Apr 1724; 

— 6. Antoine Frederic MAMER (b.Mar 16G0-Sept(ontaines,Luxerinburg;rri.1G91;d.11 May 1724-S,Luxemburg) 

L 7. Margaretha PETTER 

L- 5. Barbe MAMER (b.22Aug1G94-Septfontaines,Luxennburg;d.13Apr 1756-Septfontainesluxemburg) 

L- G. Anne ENERS (b.Bef 1G70-SeptfortainesXuxemburg;d.13 Novi723-Septfontaines,Luxemburg) 

- 3. Jean Michel KRAFFT (b.3 Dec 17GB-SeptfontainesXuxemburg;m.18 Jun 1799;d1 G Jan 1831 -Stockem,Luxembourg,Belgium) 
L- 4. Elisabeth DE FRAN G (b.20Jan 1726-Septfontaines,Luxemburg;d.8Aug1770-Septfcntaines,Luxemburg] 

- 2. Nicolas KRAFFT (b.21 Apr 1S17-Stockemluxembourg,Belgium.:d.10 Dec 1897-Stockem,Luxembourg,Belgium) 

1 j- 4. Pierre SCHAENEN 

L 3. Marguerite SCHAENEN (b.23 Oct 1776-HobscheidXuxemburgjd.l Feb1853-Stffikemiuxembourg J Belgium] 

L- 4. Marguerite ZIMMER 

1. Malthas KRAFFT (b.27 Sep 1851 - Heinsch,Luxembourg,Belgium) 

: |- 3. JeanWESTER 

- 2. Elisabeth WESTER (b.181 G-Gospeltjd.3 Sep1898-Stockem,Luxembourg,Belgium) 

L 3. Catherine HINTGEN 


Courtesy of Jean-Jacques Hallaux 



4 not exact quote 
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The Depression period found many 
surveyors, engineers, land appraisers, 
and other trained Michigan citizens 
out of work. 

At the same time, it became clear to 
tax administrators and government 
officials that there was a dearth of 
basic data, particularly in the state’s 
non-urban areas, upon which to 
establish uniform assessment rates. 

In an effort to employ this unused 
skilled labor force, and to create a 
comprehensive source of information 
about real and personal estates, the 
Rural Property Inventory was 
established. This undertaking, 
sponsored by the State Tax 
Commission in cooperation with the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA 
Project S-110), was started late in 
1935. 

Employing about 2,000 “white collar” 
workers throughout the state, the 
Inventory was designed to prepare 
detailed descriptions of all 1,500,000 
distinct parcels of land in the rural 
parts of Michigan (excluding Wayne 
County). 

Cards (about 8x10 inches) were 
created for each piece of property, 
providing such facts as description, 
ownership, utilization, and 
improvements. This massive 
undertaking - the first of its kind in the 
nation - continued until 1942, when 
the last of the 1,249 townships 
involved in the project were surveyed. 
Though the data entered on these 
records is now obsolete, the details 
they reveal serve to provide a 
remarkably sharp picture of the 
character of Michigan country life a 
half-century ago. 

The collected data describes lands; 
buildings; fences; crops; woodlands; 
means of communication; sources of 
heat and light; number of school 
district; legal description of the land; 
name of village, township and county 
wherein located; name and post office 
address of individual assessed; 
together with amount of acreage 
within certain classifications. 


Michigan: Rural Property Inventories 

By Linda ARKENS Kincade, St. Joseph, Michigan 

There is a unique resource available for researchers whose ancestors who owned farms in 
Michigan. 

Rural Property Inventories were compiled in the late 1930's as a WPA project to establish 
a standard for valuing farms for taxation. For each 40 acres an 8"X 10” card was 
completed detailing the house and other buildings as well as the quality of farmland and 
woodlots, sketches of house and land are included. 

These cards are available for researchers at the State Archives of Michigan in Lansing. 
A circular with more information and a list of included counties is available online at: 
www.michigan.gov/documents/mhc sa circular!6 49706 7.pdf 5 

To access these records, it is necessary to know the county and township of the rural 
property. A complete legal description, with section, range and township numbers will 
speed your research. The records for Harris township in Menominee County, the site of 
my ancestors' farms, consisted of five boxes of these 8"X 10" cards. I do not know if 
other states also conducted Rural Property Inventories and would be very interested to 
know if Wisconsin did. 

Below is a summary of the information from one card: 

Single family home of log construction, measuring 25' X 39' with a covered porch on two 
sides, 1 1/2 stories, consisiting of four rooms, built in 1880, heated by stove, no 
electricity or indoor plumbing, lit by oil lamps, described as in poor condition. 

Six other buildings listed on the property: 

Gen Barn, 30 X 58 X 16, of rough lumber with dirt floor built 1896, poor condition; 
Lean-to, 34 X 40 X 16 log construction with dirt floor built 1880, poor condition; Mach- 
Grainery, 28 X 24 X 16, rough lumber with dirt floor built 1936, fair condition; 

Storage, 16 X 24 X 14 of rough lumber, built 1900, poor condition; 

Shop 20 X 27 X 8 of rough lumber, built 1930, good condition; 

Pumphouse, 8 X 10 X 8, of rough lumber, built 1930, good condition. 



5 STATE ARCHIVES OF MICHIGAN, 702 WEST KALAMAZOO STREET, P.O. Box 30740, Lansing, MI 48909 517-373-1408 
archives@michigan.gov ; www.michigan.gov/statearchives - Circular No. 16 
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Value of House = $400 

Barn = $500 

other buildings = $ 350 

35 acres of cropland @ $20 = $700 


5 acres of mixed hardwoods @ $10 = $50 

Total Value of Buildings $1250 

Total Value of Land $750 


Classifications are: 

“A” agricultural; 

“B” special agriculture; 

“C” swamp; 

“D” commercial orchard, 
vineyards and berries; 

“E” forest and timber areas, 
farm woodlot and cutover; and 
“Other” sugar bush, road, marsh, 
lake, waste and recreational. 

Sketches of house and general land 
area are included. 

Building description includes: 
type; 

year built or remodeled; 
dimensions in linear and cubic feet; 
condition and type of foundation; 
kind of exterior and roof; 
type of floor; 
and nature of utilities. 

Buildings of lesser importance - 
such as cribs, poultry houses, 
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garages, fruit storage, and the like - are described by brief narrative. 

Farm fences are described by kind and condition of fence and posts. 

The “woodlot and forest timber tally” offers type, board feet, cord, stem cut and density. 

Valuations placed by board of review are occasionally included. 

In the listings on the back of this sheet, the holdings for any given county may be incomplete. Most are arranged 
alphabetically by name of township, then numerically by section number. 

The maps that are associated with these records can be found in RG 94-438. 



n 


Each passing year spins faster to its end. 

ALL TBR Memberships expire on December 31, 2005. 

We hope you have enjoyed Belgian Laces in 2005 and will send us your vote of approval 
by sending in your dues promptly for 2006. 

Future Topics for BL: 

Belgians in the Air; on Motorcycles; in the Circus; in Stamp Collections; 

More Canadian census, Shiplists, Obituaries, Naturalizations; Research Tips;j 
News and more... Let us hear YOUR stories! 

Until then we wish you the best of Holiday Season!!! And A Happiest 2006! 
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Ahles, Christian 92 

Ahles, Johann 92 

AMAND, Cesar 89 

ANDRE, Constant 89 

ANDRE, Etienne 89 

ANDRE, Gustave 90 

Andre, T 92 

Appan, Joseph 92 

ARROTIN, Camille-Jos. 88 

ARVICUS, Francois 89 

Baccus, Aline 96 

Baccus, Alphonse 96 

Baccus, Charles 96 

Baccus, George 96 

Baccus, Honore 96 

Baccus, Hortense 96 

Baccus, Marie 96 

Baccus, Matilda 96 

BAERT, Charles Louis 87 

BAERT, Edouard 87 

BAREUX, Julie Joseph 87 

Bartonb, Susana 92 

BARVAIS, Valentin 90 

Basile, Clement 92 

BASTIN, Arthur 90 

BATAILLE, Ch. 89 

Bather, Nicolas 92 

BAUDOUIN, Arthur 89 
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